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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1 
The purpose of this study is to analyse the vocabulary burden of · 
!I eight commonl7 ued fifth grade geograpJ:w books. 
Many teachers of Social Studies in the middle grades seem to find 
the problem of difficult vocabulary in the geography books an added bur-
den to their teaching. Therefore this study was done to give the fifth 
grade teacher an opportunity to compare eight of the most widely used 
' books in the country as to: frequency of words, place names and grade 
placement. 
Teachers of reading recognize the fact that the more a word is used 
in a particular book, the better acquainted the reader becomes w1 th the 
word and the better understanding the reader has of the word. Therefore, 
frequency of use of new words in a geography book is as important as 
frequency of use in a basal reader. 
The more place names that are used in geography books, the more 
difficult is the reading matter. Therefore the writer realizes that 11 
'I I J, an analysis would be incomplete without a sa.inpling of the place names which 
j are used in a unit in each of the eight books. 
Ill The greatest problem of all seems to be that of grade placement 
of vocabuls.ry. Very often, children in fifth grads reading classes are 
l 
T 
J. 
capable :· of comprehending words used by the average third or fourth grader. 
Therefore consideration of grade placement of vocabulary is very important. 
This analysis includes: 
1. A frequency list of words used in a unit on Canada. in each. 
of the eight books, 
2. A list of place names taken from a unit on Canada. in each 
o! the eight books• 
4. 
5. 
The grade placement of words taken from a unit on Canada., 
according to the Rinsland Stua;,l 
The grade placement of words taken from a unit. on Canada 
according to the Thorndike Stu~ 
The grade placement of the eight books according to the 
Yoakam Technique3 
l Harry D. Rinsland, ! !!,sic Vocabulary 2!, Elementa.rz School 
Children New York, The lrfaemillan Co. 1945. 
2 Edward L. Thorndike and Irving Lorge, The Teachers Word Book of 
30,000 Words: :Bu.reau of Pu.blieations, Teacher'S""eollege, Co'iliiitbi'a---
University, New: York 1938. · 
3 Gerald A • Yoakam, Directions for Using ~ Yoakam Technique, 
Mimeographed, Pittsburgh: 'f!niversity of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 1938. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATUBE 
The study of geograpey- depends very lll1l.Ch on the abilit7 to read 
and understand the vocabulary which one has read. Parker States: 
Probably in no other content field are problems of learning 
to read to gain knowledge of a special kind. more numerous than 
those involved in learning to stuey geograpeyl 
Grq conffirms this thought with the following statement: 
Effective progress through school and an adequate understanding 
of social problems depends alike on ability to read independently 
and intelligently2 -
14any authorities in the field of reading agree that diffioul t 
reading material in the content subjects particularly in the Social 
Studies causes textbook reading to become a difficult distastetu.J. chore. 
Dolch has e:x:pressed his views on the subject tlms: 
In the first place we Dlll.st study any material which is too 
hard to read. Hardness ~ mean unfamiliar words , 
1 Edith Putnam Parker, 1Nature of Reading Problems in Content Fields II 
As Illustrated In the Case of Geography, 11 Improving Reading In Content I' 
Fields, Chicago, Illinois, the University of Chicago Press January 1947 p8. 
2 William S~ Grq, 11Nature and RGle of Wide Reading IJi Content 
Fielda, u Improving Reading In Content Fields, Chicago, Illinois, the 
University of Chicago Press, January 1947, P• 172. 
3 
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too long sentences or paragraphs or combinations of ideas which do 
not at once fit into our past experiences and which we, therefore, 
sq we do not easi;ty comprehend. Difficulty is the most character-
istic feature of stu.dy material. It is the feature which compels 
children almost un.iversaJ.ly to stu~ their textbooks not to read 
them. Textbooks are simpl7 too hai-d to readl 
Oun.di ff sws: 
lfo survey is needed to tell anyone that a child will not 
enjoy doing what he·'. i s unable to do or that which he does with 
difficulty. Sllrveys have shown however that ~ children who do 
not read or who sq that they do not like to read, read slowly and 
with difficulty • . When facility in reading is achieved pleasure is 
found in readillg2 
One of the greatest causes of difficulty in: · content reading material 
is the vocabu.lary burden. Leawell and Hollister report the following 
on this matter: 
Objective evidence has been given to show that there is a 
vocabulary problem which DD.lst be met by both authors and teachers 
in the use of social studies materials. 
It is evident that the presence of too Dl8!11' unlotoft words 
prevents the pupil from securing the larger thought of the printed 
page. It ia true however that pupils need to meet nenr words but 
not unless they can meet them at such a rate as to be assimilated. 
Where technical words or words conveying concepts which are new to 
pupils are int'roduced care should b.e taken to reduce the difficulty 
to a minimnm3 
1 E. w. Dolch, ~Psychology and Teaching 2!_ Reading, :Boston: 
Ginn and Compa:;r 1931., p. 171. _ _ 
2 Ruby Ethel Cundiff, 11ChUdren1 s Readi~~g Interests•, Peaboey 
Journal 2,! Edlleation, ~ 19~, 25: 259-263. 
1 3 Ullin W. Leavell and Georg. E. Hollister, •social Studies 
1 
I Vocabulary Diffic1l.l ties In the Upper Grades, 
11 Peabog JourJ18l._2.f Education 
Mq 1935, 12: 287-293. 
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Thorndike agrees that: 
If he has enough interest in the content such a. child will 
e~dllre occasional frustrations from unlmown wrds, but if they are 
too frequent he will give up; if he is induced to continue the 
reading will be hard work. 
Such fru.strations of the lower two thirds in reading ability 
must be reduced 'if they are to do enough voluntary reading to 
retain their knowledge of the words taught in school classes. 
Either new books must 'be written with limited vocabulary or 
existing books must be modified to meet their needs1 
Stone reports the following: 
In the textbooks of fifty years ago, it was a common practise 
to list the more difficult words preceding the selection. The 
idea behind this was that these words would be pronounced and their 
meanings discussed before the children attemplted to read the 
selection. In the absence of such word lists in more recently 
published textbooks, teachers have often placed such lists on the 
board. This type of vocabulary preparation is too formal .and 
devoid of purpose and interest to be an acceptable practise today. 
Such practises arose partly because the reading selections 
were commonly too difficult containing an entirely too heavy 
vocabulary load. One solution of this problem then is to provide 
easier reading selections introducing the more difficult words very 
gradually. We go a long wa:y in the solution of this problem when we 
use large amounts of rel~tively easy interesting material increasing 
the difficulty graduall~ 
In the present day educational :pet-up when all children have to go 
to school at least until they are sixteen and children are often assigned 
to the next grade regardless of their reading achievment, the middle grade 
and upper grade teachers are held liable for the teaching of reading as well f1 
as are the primary grade teachers. Many of' these teachers feel \hat having 
taught reading with the basal reading book for one or two periods a ~ 
1 Edward L. Thorndike, "Word Knowledge in the Grades" The Nation's 
Schools, Dec. 1934 14: 19-20 
2 Clarence R. Stone, Better Advanced Reading, St. Louis Missouri 
The Webster Publishing Company 1937, p. 113 
I 
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They have performed their reading duty, but if social studies' students are 
1 to comprehend the material in the textbooks the teachers of this course must 
not only teach reading in the social studies period but she must also 
adjust her reading materials and activities to meet individual differences. 
Grq reports: 
Along with the socie~ changes referred to has come a growing 
belief that education should be more nearly universal and that 
notable changes are essential in school curriculums. Without 
doubt the most striking result of the acceptance of this point of 
view is the large increase during recent years in school enrollments. 
Instead of a highly selected pupil population schools now enroll 
more largely than at any previous period in history all the children 
·, (if all the people. As a result teachers face the responsibility 
of providing learning activities for students who differ widely 
in native abilities. attainments, interests and needs; of deter-
mining the difficulty of reading materials and their appropriateness 
for students of various levels of ability; and of studying thoroughly 
the place of reading and non-reading activities in general education 
so that the largest values for different types of students may be 
d.eri ved from eachl 
Many wri tars feel that changes should be ma.de in the textbooks while 
other writers believe thatthe changes should come in the more effective 
teaching of reading. Durrell and Sullivan make the following statement 
about the matter: 
Some of the most urgent problems among slow learners, especially 
in the intermediate grades could be helped by knowing the words most 
frequently used in books. 
While basal readers predominate in each grade, social studies 
books were included since in present curriculum tendencies the social 
studies field constitutes a large part of the reading program. 
I iWilliam S. Grey, "Recent Trends In Retotding", the Nature of 
Reading Problems in Gerneral Edllcation: Chicago UniverSity of Chicago 
Press 1939, p. 118. · 
6 
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Classroom teaching in the content subjects would be simplified 
by the production of different levels of textbooks based on the 
same ideational and informational contentl 
Snaedaker and Horn state the following: 
It is not. possible for the pupil, no matter how high his 
intelligence or general reading ability may be, to obtain an adequate 
understanding of a difficult topic from a brie~ and abstract statement 
that is made about it in the average textbook. 1 
Buckingham states: 
:Bu.t at the same time the textbooks must be · made simpler, not 
only that the discrepancy between them and the pupils' ability~ 
be directly diminished but also because by their very difficulties 
they are preventing that improvement in silent reading upon which 
the understanding of them either in their present or in their simpler 
form depends3 
Rutan says on this matter: 
Frequently we hear that pupils fail to understand the words 
basic to a full comprehension of the content of their textbooks. 
If this is true then, it is necessary that pupils receive vocabulary 
training which will enable them to become more skillful in manip-
ulating the symbol-s of language. 4 
The frequency with which a new word appears is an important factor in 
teaching reading in the content fields. Knott has the following to say on 
this subject: 
1 Donald D. Durrell and Helen Blair Sullivan "Vocabulary Instruction 
in th Int~~ediat.e qrades 11 Elementary English Revie1r, .Apr11-May _l938,p.l38.1 
2 Mabel Snedaker and Ernest Horn, 11Reading in Various Fields of the 
Curriculum", the Thirty Sixth Yearbook of _the National Society~! Education 
Part I Bloomington Illinois: Public School Publishing Co. 1937, p.l42. 
· 3. B. R. Buckingham 11The Difficulty of Textbooks 11 Journal of 
Educational Research 6:32-33 Dec. 1922. 
. ' 
4 Edward J. Rutan, "Teaching the vocabulary of Science," Education, 
November 1945 p. _17. 
7 
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Tbe meaning of some abstract words like "essential." and 
"consequence" can be learned from experiences _with concrete actions 
and objects. But the meaning of abstract words like 11 fact 11 , 
itcircumspect 11 ; "contingent", 11world11 and 11universe 11 can be learned 
l?est only by- .meeting them '!'ifll. some . frequency in context and also 
by getting a good definition · 
Bon4 lists the following among his guiding principles to facilitate 
the establishment of accurate and real.istic word meanings through reading: 
1 The vocabulary load of partially understood words or new 
words should not be too great. 
2 The vocabul.a1·y to be learned should appear DlallY times and 
in a variety of situations in the reading so that an accurate 
meaning can be deri ved2 
Edgerton states: 
II 
My second suggestion for clarifying and enriching the meaning Jl 
of words in the social studies is to use fewer of them more often3 
1 Donnelly concludes iu her _ theliis that more exercises are needed ei the il 
in the -textbook in the workbooks to improve comprehension. She states the i 
following: 
A functional. vocabulary and confidence in using it would aid 
immensely the pupil in his work in content subjects4 
Moo~, in the introduction to her thesis on establishment of 
vocabulary need for middle grade geography states: 
1 Thomas A • Knott, "Observations on Vocabulary Problems", 
I! 
I 
I 
,j 
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I 
Elementar,r English Reyiew, ~bruary 1940 2:6~66 . _ I 
2 Guy L. Bond, "How Clear Vivid Meairl.ngs Are .Acquired And Implicaticnal 
For Improvi:agRe~ding In Content Fields", Improving Readin.g .!!_Content Fieli31 
qhicago, Illinois: The Uriiversit~ of Chicago Press, January _l947, P• 86. 
3 :R. B. Edgerton, "Clarifying .Arid Enriching Meaning Vocabularies In 
Social Studies", Improving Reading In Content Fields, Chicago, Illinois: 
The Universi ty of Chicago Press January 1947, P.• 108. 
4 Mar;r Irene Donnelly, The Construction of Exercises from the 
Vocabulary of a Textbook to Improve Comprehension, Unpublished Service Paper, 
Boston U ive sit 9~9~ 1 
8 
When specific attention is not given to the recognition of words 
and the application of accurate mee.nings, handicaps to comprehension 
are prevalent. This is well illustrated in the content subjects 
where it is necessary to obtain factual information from the text-
books. Often PuPiis gra~ little meaning from the assignment read 
during independent study as the.ir vocabulary is too limited to 
include many of the words encoun tared. 
I 
Many experimental studies have shown that pupils left to their I 
own resources often are unable to recognize their need for assistance. 
Though failing to d.eri ve word meanings from con text, they seldom I 
seek hel?• For this reason direct instruction in the meaning of words ! 
is necessa.cy for accuracy of comprehension and economy- of timel 1 
1 Beatrice D. - Moody, "Three Diagnostic Tests To Establish Specific 
Vocabula17 Need for Middle Grade Geograpey 11 , Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
Boston University l949, 77 pp~ · · 
9 
CHAPTER III 
The writer selected eight most commonly used books aceord.irl& to the 
:Bibliograpb;r . of Text :Books.1 In each of the eight books she selected 
the unit on Canada and counted the first thousand words. In most eases 
the first thousand words were a part of the introdUction to the unit. 
Each of these words was alphabeti!Zed and tabulated as to the number of 
times used. This became the word frequency list. All cyphenated words 
and place names which contain two or mol"e words are considered as one, 
such as New England, New :Srtmswick, sugar-maple, and op~. 
Next, the writer selected all the place names which appeared in 
this same thousand word unit, and placed them in a separate alphabetical 
list in order that the reader ~ quickly- glance at the type o:f' place 
name in each o:f' the books. 
The Rinsland stu~2 is done on the writings o:f' children themselves. 
!he number of the grade at which the word first appeared is placed on the 
table in the third eol'WID1. In this way the reader may be able to tell 
at which grade children are :f'amilar enough with a given word to use 
the word in their own writings. 
1 Alice w. Spieseke, :Bibliography of Textbooks In the Social Studies, 
:Bulletin No. 23, National Council for the Social Studies, Washington, D. ol 
1949. 
2 Loe. cit. 
10 
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I The Thorndike and Lorge 30,000 Word Listl is a study done on words 
II 
occurring at least once per 1,000,000 words. Any word occurring from II 
!: 
/
., approximately 1,000 times down to ten is considered a word which m81' be 
I
I used by a fifth grade childe If a word from the eight thousand.-~rd 
1 un1 ts appears in this category of the 30,000 Word L1st,2 the writer has 
I 
II 
I' 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
starred the column marked Thorndike in the tablee The reader m~ use 
this table to discover how many words in each book are beyond the com-
prehension of the average fifth gradere 
The Yoakam Technique3 is helpful in comparing books for difficulty 
of vocabulary. Tne writer followed Yoekam1 s directions as nearly as 
possible with once exception. She chose one full column on a page rather 
than a. full page because a full page of any geograpbl' text contains more 
words than the reading difficulty scale contains. 
1 Loa. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
11 
DIRECTIONS FOR USilm THE YOAKAM 
TECHNI~ FOR GRADING BOOKS 
Directions ~ Sampling & Book 
1 Select any book intended for use in grades 4,5, or 6. 
2 Sample the book by choosing ten pages to be taken from the 
book as follows: 
a :Begin on any even or odd numbered page in the book, 
3,4,5 or whatever it mq be, but choose a !ull page of textual 
material not containing pictures, exercises, introductions, 
index, or prepatory matter. 
b Choose ten pages at equal intervals in the book. 
In a a:>O page book, every twentieth page will be chosen. For 
a larger book choose in proportion-in a 300 page book, every 
thirtieth page. 
c If a sampled page falls on a page of illustrations 
or exerciaes, take the nearest full page of textual matter. 
Determining l.h! ~ Sli.. ba, 
3 Determining the size of the page used in the book, by 
counting the number of words on three pages teken at random md · 
averaging them. The number of running words per page will range 
from 125 to a:>o in the average book i>r these grades. 
Scoring Sampled Pages 
4 Obtain a Thorndike Teacher' & !2m ~ gi Twentx Thousand 
Words. I t is arranged alphabetically and contains index number!~ 
for all words in the twenty thousand, indexed from 1 or first thou-
sand. It is these index numbers that you want to use in scoring 
books. 
5 Sco,re each sampled page of the book as follows: 
a Scan the sampled page and under-line in pencil each 
word which appears difficult. 
I 12 
\\ 
I 
b Look up and index aJ.l words which appear hard enough 
to warrant a ~~orndike rating of 4 or above (that is, all words 
that are not in the 3,000 commonest words). 
c Write the index number of each word of 4 or above, 
over the word underlined • . You will then have indexed all 
ords on the page except those bearing an index number of 
1, 2, or 3 on the Thorndike List. 
d You will find that the words of 4 and above will 
constitute only a small proportion of the total ~~ing words 
on a page. Ordinarilly there will be from 0 to 25 or more 
such words on a page, depending on the difficulty of the 
material. 
e Practice scoring until you feel that you are able to 
identify the difficult words . 
f V{hen in doubt about a word, Look It Up. 
g Score each word only once on each page. 
h Score all compound words which are not l~henated 
by using the Thorndike i ndex number of that word even though 
you think it seems high. 
i Score a compound word containing a hyphen by averaging 
the separate index numbers of the two parts. 
j List separately all words that do not appear in the 
Thorndike word list. 
k Do not score proper names. 
l Give all variants of a root word the same index 
number as the root, unless Thorndike scores the variant. 
Computing the Page Index Number 
13 
i' 
II 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
Computinc lJl!. :Book Index Number 
7 Now add the Index numbers of the ten different pages and 
divide b.f ten, the number of pages~ 
45 
20 
65 
80 
150 
35 
20 
45 
110 
90 
660 
66 - ~e :Book Index Number 
Determining the Grs,de Placement ~ ilJt ~ 
8 Now determine the grade placement of the book b7 consulting 
Table I. For a 200 word page, the index number 66 placed the book 
sampled in Grade 7. For a 300 word page the book would be placed 
in upper Grade 5. 
9 In order to place the book more definitel7 in the upper 
or lower half of each grade, the grade interval D can be divided 
into ten parts and the G or Grade Score can be determined b7 
interplation. Thus a :Book Index Score of a 200 word page is 6/16ths 
of the distance from the bottom of Grade 7 or at approximately the 
G score of 7 .4. 
10 These fractional G scores may or m~ not have an7 significance. 
However it is likel7 that a difference of a half grade is significant. 
11 These grade levels are as yet tentative, but recent data 
b7 Statlander seem to show that the scores for grades 4,5 and 6 
are approximately correct. 
13 If the books are properly sampled these scores will reveal 
the differences in difficulty among books as determined by the basic 
difficulty of the vocabulB.17, which is the most important general 
element in difficulty. 
I 
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13 Since these index numbers are averages. these placements 
are accurate for average condi tiona and do not apply to groups 
which are above average in reading ability. 
Books Used In lbJ.§. Ap.al.Ysis 
Book I: 
The American Continents 
Harlan H. Barrows. Edith Pu.tnBJII Parker and Clarence Woodrow 
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J. Russell Smith and Frank E. Sorenson 
John C. Winston Company 
Philadelphia 1948 
Book III: 
Geography of the Americas 
W. R. McConnell 
Rand McNally and Company 
New York 1945 
Book IV: 
North America 
G. R. Bodley and E. L. Thurston 
lriqubis Publishing Company 
New York 1942 
Book V: 
United States and Canada 
Harlan H. Barrows and Edith Putnam Parker 
Silver Burdett Company 
New York 1941 
:Book VI: 
Journeys Through North America 
DeForest Stull and Roy W. Hatch 
Allyn and Bacon 
Boston 1948 
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Book VII: 
The American Nations 
Wallace W. Atwood and Helen Goes Thomas 
Ginn and Company 
Boston 1948 
Book VIII: 
Geography of the .Ameri cas 
J. Russell Smith 
John C. Winston Company 
Philadelp~ia 1946 
16 
II 
II 
I 
Cl!A.'PnR IV 
ANALYSIS OF ~A 
The writer selected eight commonly used geograpey books. In each 
of these she selected the unit on Canada and counted the first thousand 
words. Each of these words was placed in an alphabetical list and tabu-
la.ted as to the number of times it was used in the unit. This is the 
frequency list. 
Jie:rl the writer selected the place names from each 1mit and placed 
them in a separate list. 
The writer then cheeked the thousand word lists against the Tho~ 
1 dike and Lorge stu<tr and starred the second column if a word appeared 
from ten to one thousand times. Any word occurring with this frequency 
2 in the Thorndike and Lorge list is considered a word which mey be used 
b.1 a fifth grade child. 
In column III under the heading Rinslend the writer placed a Roman 
numeral at which grade the word is first used in children's writings 
according to the Rinsland Stu<tr. 3 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 _ Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
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The writer then gave eaeh book a grade placement according to the 
Yoakam Technique.1 
Table I shows all the place names which were found in the first 
thousand words of' the unit on Canada in :Book I, The .American Continents. 2 
If' a teacher is using this particular text s~e may find this list help-
:f'ul in teaching the place names. However, the main purpos·e of' building 
this table was to give the reader an idea of the number end type of' 
place names which are used in this particml.ar book. 
&ok I has onl;r sisteen place names in the thousand word unit 
which is a saaller number than have ~ of' the other books. 
TABLE I 
PLAal!l ~AMES IN :BOOK I - THE AMERIC.All CONTINENTS 
Alaska 
Artie 
:British Commonwealth 
:British Empire 
Canada. 
England 
Great :Bear 
Labrador 
Montreal 
liewf'oundland 
North Pole 
ottawa 
St ~ Lawrence 
United States 
Victoria 
Yukon 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
lS 
Table II is an alphabetical list of the first thousand words in the 
unit on Canada in :Book I, The American Continents.1 The second column 
shows the n1m1ber of times eaeh word was 'lilsed in the unit. The third 
column marked Thorndike if starred, shows that a word mq be considered 
one used by the average fifth grader according to the Thorndike and 
2 Lorge stuccy. Column I.Y, marked Rinaland, shows at which grade each word 
was first used by children in their w writings aecord.iDg to the Rinsland 
stuey) 
l3ook I contains 341 words. According to Thorndike and Lorge, 4 306 
of them may be considered fifth grade words, and thirty-five Dlq' be 
considered above the fifth grade lev~l. According to Rinsland5 282 of 
the words used in this unit ere used in children's writings in grades one, 
two and three; twenty--six are used grades four and five; and eight are 
used in grades six, seven, and eight. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loe. cit. 
4 Loc. cit. 
5 Loc. cit. 
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TA:BLE II 
FRlllQ,UEN'CY OF WORm m A THOUSAND WORD: SAMPLE ON C.Alt.AllA. 
m :BOOK I - THE AMERICAN CONTINENTS - WITH THEIR 
THO:RNDIXE AND RmSL.AND CLASSIFICATIONS 
Word frequeney Thorndike Rinaland 
a 39 • I 
about ll • I 
above l • I 
adventures l • I 
after 2 • I 
again l • I 
agreement _l • v 
airplanes -. ~ • I 
Alaska 2 I 
all 4 • I 
along 3 • I 
always l • I 
an 22 • I 
and 42 * I 
animals 2 • I 
another l • I 
a;q 2 • I 
Artie 4 
-
a:L"8 17 * I 
arm;y l 
* I 
88 13 * I at 3 * I 
attracted l • IV 
a:tltq 2 
* I back l 
* I banks 2 
* I barrels l • I 
barren 2 
* -be 12 • III been 2 • I 
before l 
* I below 2 
* I better l • I between 2 
* I big 2 • I bog l • I bounda:r,y 2 • v boxes l 
* I ~1 ti sh Commonwealth l 
- -:British Empire 2 
- -bu.ild.in& 5 • I buildings 2 • I 

II 
I 22 
I 
I 
-~~---- ---
(continued) I TA:BLE II 
I 
I Word frequen.e7 Thorndike :Rin.sland 
I figure 1 • I 
find 2 • I 
fires 1 • I 
first 3 • I 
no at 1 • I 
food 1 • I 
foreground 1 
-
v 
forth 1 • II 
forts 1 • I 
found 2 • I 
four 1 • I 
free 1 • I 
friendl.7 2 • I 
from 9 • I 
froEen 1 • I 
far 1 • I 
gain 1 • II 
get 1 • I 
go 1 • I 
gold 3 • I 
gold-bearing 1 
-
I 
government 1 • I 
gravels 
' 
• I 
great • I 
Great ~ear 1 
-
I 
group 1 • I 
had 1 • I 
hard 2 • I 
hardships 1 • II 
has 2 • I I 
have 3 • I II 
he 1 • I 
heard 1 • I I 
high 1 • I I 
higlunv' 2 • I 
hill 1 • I 
hilltop 1 • 
holds 1 • I 
hope 1 • I 
however 1 • III 
hundred 1 • I 
hunt 1 • I 
hunt in& l • I 
iee 1 • I I if 3 • I 
important i • I 
I 23 
-----
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II (continued) 
II 
TA:BLE II 
Word frequency Thorndike Binsland 
I 
I 
in 26 * I including 1 • III 
increased 1 • v 
independent 1 • VII 
intense 1 • I 
into 2 * I is 32 • I 
it 18 * I its 1 * I joined 1 • I just 1 * I kill 1 * -~ Labrador 1 
- -land 5 • I 
lands 2 • I 
large 6 • I 
larger 1 * II largest 1 • I 
later 1 * I least 1 * I length 1 • I library 1 • I 
like 11 • I 
line 4 • I 
live 3 • I 
logs 1 • I lonely 2 • I 
long 2 
* 
I 
longest 1 • I 
looking 1 • I 
low 1 • I 
lusty 1 • 
made 1 • I 
main 1 • t 
~ 12 * t 
map 1 • I 
marked 1 • I 
meet 1 • I 
meetings l 
* III 
member 1 • II 
men 3 • I 
met 1 • I I 
metal 1 • I I 
might ·4 • I I 
million 1 • I 
II 
I 
II 
il 
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I (continued) TA13LE II I 
I I! 
I Word frequeney- !rhorndike Binsl3ll.d 
!I 
.I mine 1 * I 
minerals 1 * III 
miners 2 * II 
mining 1 * v Montreal 3 
- -
more 4 * I 
most 4 • I 
move 1 * I 
much 1 * I 
musk 1 
- -
named 1 * I 
nati ves 1 • I 
navigation 1 * IV · 
near 3 • I 
aeeded 1 * I 
needs 1 * I 
neighbors 2 * I 
neither 1 • I 
never 1 • I 
N' ewf oundle.nd 2 • I 
no 1 * I 
noon 1 * I 
north 2 • I 
north - central 1 
-
northern 3 • II 
North Pole 1 
-
not 2 * I 
ocean 2 • I 
of 31 * I 
officiallY" 1 
-
VII 
oil 1 * I 
old 1 • I 
oldest 1 * II 
on 7 • I 
only 1 • I 
open l * I 
or l * I 
other 3 • I 
Ottawa 11 
-
out 3 • I 
output l • 
-
outside 2 • 
-
over l • I 
overlooks 1 • VII 
oxen 1 • II 
paddling 1 • II .. 
il 
l\ 25 
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T.A:BUl II ( eont inued) 
Word frequency Thorndike :Bins land I 
parliament 7 * IV 
:Btn't 2 * I l( 1 * II parts 
passengers 1 * I 
pest 1 * I 
peat 1 
-
VI 
people 2 * I person 2 * I 
11 
picture 4 * I population 2 * IV 
precious 1 * I 
province 1 * v 
ra:fts 2 * III 
railroads 2 * IV 
rang 1 * I 
rapidl7 1 
-
III 
really 1 * I 
region 1 * I 
rich 2 • IV 
richer 1 * III 
river 5 * I 
run 1 * I 
rushed 1 * III 
saw mlll 1 
-
II 
seal 1 • I 
sea:port 1 
·-
IV 
searching 1 * v 
season 1 • I 
seen 2 • I 
setting 1 
-
I 
settlement 2 • IV 
'I shows 1 • I 
shut 1 • I 
side 1 * I 
sides 1 • II 
since 2 ·• I 
ak;y 1 • I 
small 1 • I 
snow 1 • I 
some 2 • I 
sometimes 2 • I 
somewhat 2 * III 
songs 1 • I 
south: 1 • • I 
southern 1 • III 
space 1 
* 
I 
I 26 
I 
I -~---- - ---- r 
!I!.A.'BLE II (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
spite 1 • I 
St ~ Lawrence 2 
states 1 • I 
steamers 2 • IV 
still 1 • I 
stopped 1 • I 
suggested 1 • III 
8'1lJDDler 4 • I 
sun 1 • I 
supplies 1 • II 
surface 1 • III 
take 1 • I I 
tenth 1 • II II 
than 1 • I 
I thawed 1 • IV 
the 9~ • I I their • I 
them g • I then • I 
there 4 • I 
these 1 • I 
thq 
' 
• I 
this • I 
though 2 • I 
three 1 • I 
to 1 • I 
todq 1 • I 
too 1 • I 
tower 2 • II 
town 1 .. I 
trader 1 • III 
tribu.tary 1 • IV 
two 1 • I 
two-thirds 1 VI 
ader 1 • I 
unfortified 1 .. 
-United States 4 • 
unlike 1 • VII 
up 1 • I 
'Upper 1 • II 
using 1 • I I 
valuable 1 • I 
II vast 1 • IV 
]I 
very 1 II! I 
Victoria 1 ... 
-
I view 1 • III 
---~-::=-.;;:::::-;;:;;;::::=:::;:- ~-===-- -==-~__.:=-=~-:= --::--::-- =- =--=-~= --==- ---======---~~ 
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II 
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I 
I 
I 
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!ABLE II (concluded) 
Word frequency Thoriidike :Rinsland 
vaJ.rus 1 I 
war 1 • I 
warm 1 • I 
was 3 • I 
wash 1 • I 
waters 1 • I 
way 2 • I 
well 1 • I 
were 9 • I 
where 2 • I 
white 1 • I 
who 1 • I 
vill 2 . ' I 
winter 3 •• I 
with 1 • I 
within 1 • III 
wooded 1 
-
II 
worked 5 • I 
world 3 • I 
World War II 1 • 
-years 3 • I 
Yukon 1 
- -
Table III shows all the place names which were found 1n the first 
thousand words of the unit on Canada in ~ok II, Neigh.bora In The 
.Americas. 1 
Book II baa thirty-cne place names in the thousand word unit on 
CanMa, which is the third highest out of eight books~ 
1 Loc. cit. 
==·-=· =·---· =· =-= =-=- ---- ===-~~=~~~.------·- -===== 
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T.Am,E III 
PLACE N.AMES IN :BOOK II - NEIGHBORS IN THE .AMERICAS 
Alaska 
Am~ rica 
Appalachian 
Artie 
Asia 
British Columbia 
BritiSh Commonwealth 
:British Empire 
British Honthu!as 
Canada 
Cape Breton Island 
China 
East Indian Island 
England 
llurope 
Greenland 
OuJ.f of Mexico 
Gulf of St. Lawrence 
Iceland 
Labrador 
Laurentian Plateau 
Mackenzie River Valley 
Nevada 
Newtoundla nd 
Worth America 
E'orwq 
Ohio 
Pacific .. 
United States 
West Indies 
Y'Ukon 
Table IV is an alphabetical list of the first thousand words in the 
~it on Canada in :Book II, Jl'eiebors in The .Americe.s.1 The second col'\lllm 
in this table shows the number of times each word was used in the unit. 
1 Loc. cit. 
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The third col'Wim marked Thorndike, if starred, shows that a word 
:JI~ey" be considered a word used by the avera.ge fifth grader according to 
the Thorndike and Lorge stu~. 1 Column IV, marked Rinsland, shows at 
which grade each word vas first used by children in their writings ac-
2 
cording to the Rinsel.nd stu~. 
:Book II contains 333 words. According to Thorndike and Lorge, 3 
325 of them mq be considered fifth grade words, and S mq be considered 
above fifth grade word level. According to Rinsland, 4 309 of the words 
used in this unit are used in chUdren1s writings 1n grades one, two, 
and three; twenty-one are used in grades four and five; and three are 
used 1n grades siX, seven, and eight. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
4 Loc. cit. 
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TA:BLE IV 
I' 
II 
FREQ,UlmCY OF WORDS DT A THOUSJlrn WORD SAMPLE ON 
CANADA Ill :BOOK II - NEIGHBORS IN THE AMERICAS -
WITH TEEIR THORNDIXE .AND RINSLAND CLASSIFICATION I 
I 
Word frequeney Thorndike liinsland 
a 23 
* I 
able 1 
* I 
about 5 • I 
a'Pove 1 • I 
across 2 • II 
action 1 • II 
aft• 1 • I 
against 1 • I 
ago 1 • I 
.Alaska 2 
-
alike 1 • I 
all 3 • I 
allowed 1 • I 
eJ.most 4 • I 
also 1 • I 
America 1 
-
an 1 • I 
and 38 • I 
answer 1 • I 
answered 1 • I 
any 1 • I 
Appalachian 1 • 
-Artie 1 • 
-a:t:'e 11 • I 
as 10 • I Asia 1 • 
-ask 1 • I 
at 3 • I 
attach 1 • III back 1 • I be 1 • I been 3 • I big 3 • I blades 2 • III bombers 1 
-bouncla.ey' 1 
* v :British 1 
-British Columbia 1 
-I ::British Commonwealth 1 
- -I :British Empire 2 
-
lj ::British Honduras l .. 
-
I 
i 
:I 
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TJ:BIE IV (continued) II I 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland II 
bucket 1 * I 
but 5 * I 
by 3 * I 
call 2 * I 
called 2 * I 
came 1 * I 
Canada r 16 * -
Canadien 1 • 
II 
Cape Breton Island 1 
- -
I 
captain 1 • I 
carried 1 * I 
carry 2 • I 
catch 1 * I 
central 1 • III 
change 1 * ~ 
China 1 * -
cleared 1 * IV 
close 1 • I 
continent 1 * IV 
continue 2 * II 
continues 1 • II 
copper 1 * III 
count 1 • I 
countries 2 • I 
country 3 * I 
covered 2 * I 
covering 1 • III 
crews 1 * III 
cut 2 • I 
dam 1 * I dams 2 * II deposits 1 • v 
disappointed 1 * I distance 2 * I!' dividing 1 * II 
do 5 • I 
dominion 1 * VI dominions 2 * VI down 2 * I ~emo 2 
- -
earth 1 * I 
eastern 1 * IY " 
. East Indian Islmd 1 
-
either 1 * I 
electricity 4 • ~ 
i England 2 * -
I! 
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. !l!A:BLE IV (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinaland 
English 1 • -
l!torope 1 • 
even 1 • I 
exactly 1 • I 
except 2 • I 
extend 1 • III 
fairly 1 • II 
falling 1 • I 
family 2 • I 
farm 1 • I 
teet 2 • I 
fertile 1 • III 
' fw 2 • I 
fight 1 • I 
fighting 1 • I 
till 1 • I 
filled 1 • I 
find 5 • I 
first 1 • I 
fish 2 • I 
five 1 • I 
fliers 1 
-
VI 
flow l • I 
flowed 1 • IV 
flowing · 1 • II 
for g • I 
force 3 • IV 
forest-covered 1 
-
forests 1 • III 
term 1 • II ·I 
formed 1 • I I~ forts 1 • I 
fo1md 1 • I II friendship 2 • III 
from 6 • I .I 
general 1 • I II get 1 • I 
glacier 3 ... IV 
glaciers 1 
-
III 
gold 1 • I 
good. 4 • I 
governor 1 • I 
great 4 • I 
greatest 1 • II~ i Greenland 1 ::¢ .. 
-I grew · 1 - I 
II 
I 
li 
I! 
II 
\
1
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T.A:BLE tv (continued) 
I Word frequeney !horndike Binsland 
jl landed 1 • I 
I! 
large 2 * I 1&-ger l * II 
1i 
later 1 • ~ 
Laurantian 2 I laws l • II I 
I 
Leif Ericson 2 
less l * II level 2 * II I lie 1 * I like 3 * I line 1 * I liquid 1 
* II live 1 • I 
long 2 
* I look 1 
* I looks 1 
* I 
machine 1 • I 
machine-gun 1 
-
II 
Mackenzie River Valley 1 
made 4 
* I mainland 1 
- -make 3 * I making 1 
* I man 3 * I 
.lll&tl7 5 * II map 2 
* I mq 1 
* I member 1 
* II metals 1 • III 
might 2 • I 
miles 1 • I 
millions 1 
* III mineral 1 
* III minerals 2 • III 
miners l • II 
mines 2 • III 
most 2 • I 
mother 1 • I 
moved 3 * I mtlCh 2 • I 
nations 2 
* I ne~bora 1 • ~ Nevada 1 
- -I. Newfoundland 3 
:.:. 
-
I 
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II TABLE IV (eontiaaed) 
,, Word frequenc7 TMrndike Bins1and 
I' newspapers 1 • II 
i nickel 1 • I 
11 no 1 • I 
no one 1 I 
nor 1 * II 
north 1 * I lforth America 4 ~ 
-
northeastern 1 
-
IV 
· Jrorw~ 1 
-
not 10 * I no~hing 1 * I-
of 42 * I Ohio 1 * "'! 
on g * I 
one 2 
* I 
only 2 
* I 
opened 1 • I 
or 2 
* I 
other 2 
* I 
our 1 * I 
over 2 
* I 
. own 1 • I I owners 1 * II~ I Pacific 1 .. 
paper 3 * I paper-making 1 
- -parliament 1 
* IV part 3 * I passed 1 
* I pattern 1 • I I peace 2 * III I people 2 • I perhaps 1 • II piece 1 
* I 
1 pinwheel 1 
- -aced 1 
* II 1 iJ.ams 2 
* III planes l 
* I plateau 2 
* IV plent7 2 
* I plus 1 ... III 
power 4 
* I 
1 probably 2 
* I 
11 prospect. 1 
* ni I protect 1 * I provide 2 
* 
v 
I 
I 
' 
I 
I 
I 
T.&:BLE IV (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
~· ~ 
pulp 2 IV 
pushed 1 • I 
quarrel 1 • II 
question 1 • I 
rapids 2 • III 
reached 1 • I 
re~ 1 • I 
representatives 1 • T 
rich 1 • I 
rock 1 • I 
rocks 4 • I 
rocley' 2 • I 
rtm 1 • I 
said 1 • I 
sailed 1 • I 
SB\V 1 • I 
scattered 1 • III 
scraped 1 • I 
sea 1 • I 
see 1 • I 
sends 1 • I 
shaped 1 • II 
sheet 1 • I 
ship 1 • I 
ships 1 • I 
short 1 • I 
!I 
show 1 • I 
ehows 1 • I 
side 4 • I lj 
sighted 1 • IT 
s~lks 1 • IT 
,, 
silver 1 • I 
i! size 1 • I 
alowl7 1 • II 
so ~ * I I soU • II 
some 5 • I 
sometimes 2 • I 
somewhat 2 • III 
I soon 4 • I I southern 1 • III I southward 1 • lT 
spices 1 • III lapin 1 • I 
spinning 1 • I 
j\ spots 1 • I 
1\ 
II 
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TABLE IV (continued) 
Word frequ8D.C7 Thorndike Rins1and 
stand 1 * I 
st~te 1 • I 
stqed 1 • I 
still 1 • I 
sto~ 1 • III 
s-treams 2 • II 
submarines 1 • III 
surface 2 • III 
take 1 • I 
than 1 • I 
that 9 • I 
the 9 • I 
their 5 • I 
them 2 • I 
then 3 • I 
there 3 • I 
these 3 • I 
thq 5 • I 
thick 1 • I 
thin 2 • I 
thoU&ht 1 • I 
thousands 4 • II 
thus 1 • III 
time 1 • I 
to 22 • I 
too 1 • I 
top 1 • I 
tau.ch 1 • I 
tree~overed 1 
- -
trees 4 • I 
try 1 • I 
t11ab1ing 1 • I 
turbine 1 
-
VII 
turns 4 • I 
uncovered 1 • I 
UJlited States 1 • 
-up 1 • I 
use 2 • I 
valle~ 2 • III 
very 6 • I 
want 1 • I 
wanted 2 • I 
warships 1 
-
IV 
was 3 • I 
water 7 • I 
II 
! 
T.AJ3LE IV (concluded) 
Word f'requeney" Thorndike !insland 
waterfalls 2 
-
III 
war 2 • I 
wqs 1 • I 
we 10 • I 
wealth 1 • I 
were 3 • I 
west 1 • I 
West Indies 1 
- -
what 1 • I 
wheel 4 • I 
when 1 • I 
where 1 • I 
which 3 • I 
white 1 • I 
whole 1 • I 
wq 2 • I 
wide 3 • I 
will 3 • I 
wire 1 • I 
with s • I 
vood 1 • I 
woods 1 • I 
words 1 • I 
world 2 • I 
vorae 1 • I 
i would 6 • I 
I 78Z'dS 
1 • I 
,-ear 1 • I 
I years 3 • I yet 1 • I 
II you 11 • I 
II 
your 1 • I 
Yukon 1 
-
.. 
i\ _ Table V shows all the place names which were fcnm.d in the first 
on Canada in :Book III • Geograpbl; of' the 
J
1 thousand vGrds of' the unit 
I 1 
Jl .Americas. 
1: :Book III has only seventeen place names in the thousand word 1mit 
which is next to the lowest number of' names in any of' the books~ 
1 Loc. cit~ 
TABLE V 
PLACE NAMES IN :BOOK III ~ GEOGRAPR!' OY TBE AMERIOAS 
Atlantic 
~of Funq 
Canada 
C!Pe :Breton Island 
Grand :Banks 
!lal.U'ax 
Maine 
Maritime Provinces 
Montr~ 
liew Brunswick 
New England 
New Fcnmdland 
Nova Scotia 
Prince Edward leland 
. St~ Lawrence · 
Sydney 
Un1 ted States 
Table VI is au ~phabetized list of the first thousBD.d words in the 
unit on Cauada in :Book III. Geog.rap}V; of the .Americas.1 The second · column 
shows the nWilber of times each word was used in the unit. The third 
column marked Thorndike, if starred, shove that a word~ be considered 
a word used by the average fifth grader according to the Thorndike and 
Lorge2 stu~~ Ool'WIII1 IV marked Rinsland shows at which grade each word 
was first used by chilclren in their own writings according to the tinslNJ.d3 
stucy. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2. Loc. cit • 
., Loc. cit~ 
39. 
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I 
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il 
I 
I 
r 
t 
Book III eontains 365 words. According to !hornc!ike and Lorge, 1 
302 of them :1118¥ be considered fifth grade words and 63 ma;r be considered 
above fifth grade level. According to :Binsland, 2 313 of the words used 
in this unit e.re used in children's writings in grades one, two, and 
three: twenty-six e.re used in grades four end fiTe; and eight are used 
in grades six, seven and eight. 
Werd 
a. 
above 
across 
after 
aga.1n 
all 
along 
also 
an 
and 
another 
t!ln7 
appear 
are 
area. 
a.a 
a.t 
TABLE VI 
FRI!lQ,'UENOY OF WORM IN' A THOtTSAND WOliD S.AMPLlll ON CANADA m 
:BOOK III - GEOGRAPHY C11 THl!l AMERICAS - WITH THEIR 
THOlm'DIXE AllD RIE'SL.Am> CL.ASSIFICJ.TIOlfS 
frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
11 
* I 1 
* 
I 
1 
* 
I 
1 
* I 2 
* I 2 
* I 2 • I 
2 
* 
I 
1 
* I 27 * I 2 
* I 1 
* I 1 
* 
II 
lS 
* I 1 
* II 10 • I 
2 • I 
Atlantic 1 
* -81187 1 * I bNlka 2 
* I bq 2 
* I 
1 Loc. cit~ 
2 Loc. cit. 
4o 
I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
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T.A:BLJ VI (continued) II 
Word frequeney Thorndike Rinalend II II 
:Be¥ of l!'uney- 1 
-
II 
be 1 • I II 
beautiful 1 • I I 
because 1 • I ' 
become 1 •• I I 
been 1 • I 
I 
I 
before 1 • I II below 2 • I 
best 1 • I II better 1 • I 
blossoming 1 
-
IV 
I blow 2 • I 
boat 1 * I boating 1 
.. 
-
II 
boats 3 * I " bordering 1 
-
III 
both 1 * I boys 1 * I brought 1 * I building 1 * I buildings 1 * I built 1 * I 
bo.q 1 • I 
bv.t 1 • I 
by 5 * I 
called 3 * I 
came 1 * I 
can 3 • I 
Canada 6 
-
I 
cannot 1 • I 
Cape Ereton Island 2 I 
capital 4 * I 
carried 1 * I 
cs:ny 2 * I 
center 1 * I 
central. 1 • III 
children 1 * I I 
cities 2 • I I 
city 2 * I 
I 
cl~aning 1 
-
I I' cliffs 1 * I 
climate 1 * III 
close 1 * I 
coal 2 * I 
coast 1 • t 
42 
TABLE VI (continued) 
lford frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
cod 1 II 
codfish 1 
-
IV 
coke 1 
-
III 
cold 3 • I 
come 2 • I 
conditions 2 • v 
cone-bearing 1 .. I 
could 1 • I 
country 6 • I 
covered 2 • I 
demand 1 • IV 
deposits 1 • v 
4itterent 1 • I 
4ifi'icult 2 • III 
discover 1 • IV 
do 2 • I 
during 5 • I 
each 3 • I 
early 2 • I 
easily 1 • I 
east 2 • I 
enteri.Dg 1 
-
IV 
Eskimo 1 
especiaJ.ly 2 • II 
expect 1 • I 
extend 1 • III 
extending 1 • IV fairly 1 • II fall 1 • I famous 1 • II fa:r 2 • I farmers 1 • I 
fa:rmiD& 1 • II farms 3 • I farther 2 • I 
fewer 1 
-
II 
finall.y 1 • I find 9 • I first 1 • I fish 1 • I fishermen 7 • I fish.in& 7 • I flowers 1 • I fogs 1 I 
for 10 • I forests 2 • I 
II 
I 
I: 
\r 
I 43 II 
IJ I 
I! 
TABLE VI (continued) II 
Word frequency Thorndike Rias1and I 
found 2 • I 
freezes 1 • I 
from 13 • I 
frosts 1 • I 
frozen 2 • I 
fruit-raising 1 .. I 
fruits 1 • I Jl 
games 1 • I II 
2 • I 
,I go 
good 4 • I 
government 1 • I 
grade 1 • I 
Grand :Bmlks 2 
grass 1 • I 
grounds 2 • II 
·grow 1 • I 
grows l * I had. l * ; ; .:. haddock l 
- -halibut 1 • I 
'B'alifax 3 .. 
barb ora l • III 
has 4 • I 
hauled 1 I 
ba.ve 6 
* I heavy l • I 
helps 1 
* I here 2 * I 
herring 1 v 
high 3 • I 
1 highlands 1 v 
hii!)J.wrqs 1 • III 
how l • I II however 1 • III •I 
hunting l .. I I ice 1 • I i it 3 • I I important 2 
* I I in 22 • I 
interest l • III 
I into 2 * I iron 2~ * I 1 ie • I 
island 
' 
* I it 
* I 
.1ust 3 • I 
j, 
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T.Al3LE VI (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinaland 
keep 1 * I known 2 * I lakes 1 
* 
II 
laud 1 
* I lands 1 
* 
II 
large 1 • I largely 1 • VI 
largest 1 
-
I 
laws 1 * II leading 2 
* 
I 
leads 1 * III learned 2 * I left-hand 1 I 
lies 1 * I 
·' lighthouses 1 
-
I 
like 2 * I limestone 1 
-
II 
limit 1 * IV line 1 • I 
little 2 * I living 3 * I lobsters 1 
-
IT 
locate 1 
* IV long 1 
* I look 2 • I 
low 1 
* I lowland 1 
-
IV 
Mackerel 1 
. . 
-made 1 
* I Maine ; 
- -make 3 * I ·' making 1 II 
mamLer 1 
* III manufactured 1 
* IV manufacturing 3 I 
Jll8n1' s * I map 6 
* -maritime l 
Maritime Provinces 5 ...; 
means 2 
* I might 1 
* I men 1 .. I 
Montreal 2 
more 1 
* I most; 3 * I mountain 2 
* I 
TABLE VI (conttaned) 
II Word frequency Thorndike Rinslancl 
much 1 • I 
must 1 • I 
near 1 • I 
' near-by' 1 
-
III 
nea:"er 1 
-
II 
new 2 • I 
!lew J3runswick 4 
New England 3 
~cnmdland 2 
next 1 • I 
north 7 • I 
northeast 1 ~ III 
northeastward 1 
- -northern 4 • II 
northward 1 
-
IV 
not 1 • I 
notice 4 • I Nova Scotia 14 
--observe 1 • v 
obtain 1 • III 
obtained 1 • IV 
ocean 1 • I 
of ll-o • I 
on 13 • I 
one 2 • II 
or 1 • I 
orchards 2 
-
II 
ore 1 • I 
other 2 • I 
Otlr 2 • I 
out 1 •• I 
over 1 • I 
own 1 • I pace 2 • I pages 2 • II pari 7 • I pa:rtl)" 1 • I parts 2 • It people 6 • I I picture 3 • I I pictures 1 • I 
II -pUes 1 • II place 2 • I places 1 • I I pl• 1 • I populated 1 v I 
46 
:T.ABLlll VI (continued) 
Word f requenq Thorndike Rinslsnd 
prevent 1 • II~ 
Prince Edward Iemd 1 
- -products 3 * III protected 1 • III 
protects 1 
* 
III 
provide 1 
* 
III ' .;I ~ 
province 3 
-
' proTinces 3 - · viii 
railroad 3 * I 
railroa.da 2 • IV 
rainfall 1 
-
IV 
· c 
raising 1 
-
IT 
razag~ I • II 
reach 2 
* I 
realize 1 
* II 
reason 2 
* I 
reasons 1 • III 
region 9 * IV 
reindeer 1 
-
I 
rich 2 
* I 
riTers 1 • II 
rock 1 
* I 
rocley' 1 * I 
same 3 • I 
scarcel7 1 • III 
scener;r l I 
sea 1 • I 
seaport ~ 1 
..• 
-
IT 
seaports 3 
-
IV 
see 3 !li I 
settled 1 
* III seTeral 1 • I 
ships 3 * I short 1 • I 
shows 1 • I 
similar 3 • IT 
slopes 1 
* III small 1 • I 
snow 2 • I 
soU 1 
* II some 1 • I 
somewhat 1 • III 
soon 1 • I 
southern 2 • III ; 
specialize 1 
-
VII 
spring l I 
. I 

TABLE VI (concluded) 
Word frequency Thorndike Binsland 
water 2 * I 
waters 1 * I 
waterways 1 
-
v 
vq 3 * I 
well 2 * I 
were 1 * I 
west 3 * I 
what 1 * I 
when 1 • I 
where 2 • I 
which 2 * I 
whole 5 • I 
wholly l 
-
VI 
wey l * ; ·: I 
wild 2 
-
I 
will 1 * I 
winds 2 • I 
winter 3 • I 
i winters , 1 * I 
with 5 • I 
wood l * I 
woods 1 • I 
word 1 • I 
work 2 • I 
worldng 1 
-
I 
world 2 * I 
vo'Ul.d 9 • I 
yee:r 1 • I 
you 21 • I 
yom 2 • I 
Table VII shows all the place names which were found 1n . the first 
thousand words of the un1 t on Canada in !ook IV, liorth .America. 1 
!o~k IV baa thirtyOO:fov place names 1n the thousand word 1Drl.t which 
is the largest mDDber of place names 1n the whole eight books~ 
1 Loc. cit~ 
4s 
1\ 
I 
'I II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
,I 
I! 
II 
II 
!mE VII 
PLACE NAMES IN :BOOIC IV ~ lfORI!H AMERICA 
Jl.aska . 
.Alberta 
Appalachian 
.Artie · 
Atlantic 
:Bq of J\mq 
!ritish Columbia 
!ritish Jlmpire 
Canada 
Dominion of Canada 
Erie 
0!-eat Britain 
Hudson !q 
Huron 
Xee Watin 
Labrador 
Laurentian 
Macken de 
Manitoba 
New :Brunswick 
New Er!gland 
New York 
lfia&ra Yal.ls 
North Pole 
Nova Scotia 
0!1tario 
Pacific 
Piedmont 
Prince Edward Island 
Que bee 
Saskatchewan 
St. Lawrence 
Uzli ted States 
YUkon 
II 
II 
\I 
'I 
I 
I 
li 
=+===========~~= 
Table VIII .ia en alphabetized list of the first thousand words 
1 in the unit on Canada in :Book IV, !forth America. The second coltmm. 
shows the number of times each word vas used in the unit. The third 
coltmm JllaZ'ked Thorndike, if starred, shows that the word mq be consid,.. 
ered one used by the average fifth grader according to the Thdr:ndike 
and Lorge 2 studf'. Column IV, marked R:lnsland shows at which grade each 
word vas first used 'b7 children in their own writings according to the 
R1nsland3 stu~. 
:Book IV contains 365 words. According to Thorndike end Large, 4 
315 of them mq be considered fifth grade words aad fifty J118¥ be con-
sidered above the fifth grade level. According to Rinsland~ 210 of the 
words used in this 'Unit ere used in children.'s writings in grades one, 
two, and three; eighty-five are used in grades four and five; and ten 
ere used in grades ab:, seven and eight. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
"% Loc~ cit~ 
.I 
4 Loc~ cit. 
~ Loc~ cU~ 
.I 
I! 
I 
,I 
!I 
--- .u______ -
I 
I 
TAELE VIII 
l'BEQODOY 0'1 WORDS., nr A THOUS.mD WORD SAMPLE ON 
CANADA Df :BOOK IV~ !fORTH AMERICA ... WITH TEEm 
THO:eNDIXE .mD RmSL.Am> CLASSIFICATIONS 
Word frequency Thorndike BinllBDd 
a 
about 
active 
.AJ.s.aka 
.Alberta 
all 
almost 
alone 
a1on& 
alr~ 
aJ.w~a 
8Zl. 
and 
l1iD7 
Appalachian 
apples 
arehipelego 
Jriie 
are 
area 
areas 
aa 
.. 
ata 
Atlantic 
await 
bq 
:Bq of Fun~ 
be 
beeame: 
'become 
because 
been 
before 
bebg 
bf!llOW 
belt 
between 
bleak 
bodies 
bordering 
26 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
11 
1 
2 
1 
1 
11 
4o 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1~ 
2 
~ 
2 
1 
2 
1 
J 
10 
lG) 
3 
l 
]. 
1 
~ 
u 
1 
1 
5 
Boston Univ~r.:; ity 
School of Education 
~~a~~ 
* 
I 
• I 
-
-
~ 
-
• I 
* 
I 
• I 
• I 
• I 
• I 
• I 
• I 
* ~ 
- -
• I 
• v 
-
IV 
• I 
* II 
* IV 
• I 
* ~ 
• ... 
• VII 
* I 
- -
* I 
• I 
* I 
• I 
* I 
• I 
• I 
* I 
* I 
• I 
-
IV 
• II 
• III 
51 
I 
I! 
I 
I! 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 52 
II ) 
r !I!AJ3LE VIII (continued) I 
I Word frequ.enc7 Thorndike Rins1and 
j both · · 1 • I 
boundary 1 • v 
! :British Columbia 2 
- -
1 British Empire 1 
- -
I broad 1 • III 
!;t ' 1~ • I • I 
called 4 • I 
can 2 • 
·' :; 
I 
I Canada 13 - -Canadian 1 
\ carried 1 • I I centers 1 • III 
' climate 3 • III 
coal 1 • I 
coast 13 • I 
co.astal 1 • v 
cold 1 • I 
I colo~ 1 • IV 
I continent 1 • IV 
copper 1 • III 
countr,.. 2 • I 
cover 1 • • I 
covered 1 • I 
covers 1 • I 
crosses 1 • III 
current l • v 
CU178S l • I 
daicying 1 • IV I 
deal 1 • I 
densel7 1 
-
VI \ 
, deposits 2 • v 
developed 1 • IV 
developments l • VI 
distaace 1 • II 
divided 2 • II 
do 11 • I 
dombiion 1 • v 
n:mtinion of Canada l 
down 1 • I 
drains 1 • IV 
drew 1 • I 
ch1e 1 • v I'= 1 • I l • I . easily l • I I 
I' 
I' 
'I II 53 li 
II 
_:I 
TABLE VIII (continued) 
Word frequency !rhorndike Binsland 
II east 1 • I 
II entire 2 • IV 
II Erie 1 ~ -.. Eskimo 3 
-II 1 • I I even I explorers 1 • III 
extend 1 • III I 
extends 2 • IV 
falls 1 • I 
farmiDg 3 • II 
fertile 3 • III 
few 3 • I 
find 2 • I 
fine 2 • I 
first 1 • I 
now 1 • I 
1 food 1 • I 
for 6 • I 
forest ~ • I forests • III 
form 1 • II 
forms 1 • III 
FrazOO.in 1 
- -from 5 • I 
frost 1 • I I frozen 1 • I I 
I fruit 1 • I 
II 
future l • I 
game l • I II 
! goes 1 • I 
I gold 1 * I 
! 
good 2 • I 
government 2 • I 
governor 1 • I 
II 
grains 1 • III 
grapes I • I 
I grass 3 • I 
I 
great 7 * I 
<h-eat Br1i tain 1 
- -
! gl'O\Uld 2 * I 
:i group 2 • I 
had 1 • I I has 3 • I 
have 3 • I 
head 1 • I 
help 1 • I 

1\ 55 
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II TABLE VIII (continued) 
II 
II 
Word frequenc7 Thorndike Rins1and 
\I 
--
Mackenzie 1 - -
:I made 2 • I 
make ~ . . • I I Manitoba 
- -
I 
manu:t'e.cturing 1 • IV 
DI8ZIY 6 • I 
maritime 3 • -
~ - 1 • I 
means 1 • I 
melting 1 • III 
mild 1 • I 
id1ea 2 • I 
million 2 • I 
mines 1 • III 
moisture 1 • IV 
meon·, 1 • I 
more 
' 
• I 
moss • I 
I most. 3 • I 
I much 3 • I 
. name 1 • I 
'I natural 
2 • III 
ne~ 1 • I 
I 
nearl7 2 • I 
needs 1 • I 
I new 
1 • I 
New :BrunSWick 2 • I 
I New Englmd 3 • I New York 1 • I 
I 
E'iagra Falls 4 • I 
Dickel 1 • I 
I no 13 * I I north 9 • I I 
I nor thern 3 • 
I 
North Pole 1 • I 
I not 4 • I 
Nova Scotia 4 • I 
now 2 • I 
ocean 3 • I 
of 58 • I 
off 1 • I 
on 14 • I 
only 2 • I 
Ontario 4 • I 
open 1 • I 
,, or 12 • I 
other 3 • I 
II 
lj 56 
)I 
__ _\! _________ 
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I TA!LE VIII (continued) 
J Word frequency Thorndike Rins1and 
I' our 3 * I 
out 1 * I I 
, over 1 • I 
I own 1 * I I Pacific 1 ' • I 
I paper 1 • I 
I psrelle1 1 - I part 3 • • I 
I partl)" 2 • I 
parts 2 • II 
I peninsula 
.~ ·~ 
1 
-
IV 
people 2 • I II 
I Piedmont 1 • I 
'I pine 1 • I 
plain 1 * I 
, plains 5 • III 
plateau l • IV 
point 1 • III ,1.; 
" populated l 
-
v ., 
population 2 • IV II 
potatoes 1 • I 
power 3 • I 
Prince Edward Island 2 • III 
produce l * IT I 
1 productive 1 
-
III 
·I products l * v profit 1 • I 
J promise l • v 
provide 1 * III provides l • v ,. 
province 1 
-
VI 
provinces 7 ""!' IV 
pul.p l .. IV 
quantities 1 • IV 
-" Quebec 3 • 
-
rail l • II 
rain l • I 
raise 1 • I 
raised 2 • II 
rapidJ.7 1 * III 
rapids l • III 
j reached 2 • I 
reaches 1 • I 
1 region 3 • IV 
1 regions g * IV 
I 
l1 
57 
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T.Al3LE VIII (continued) 
Word frequenq Thorndike Rinalnnd 
-· 
reindeer 2 
-
~ 
resources 2 • 
-
rich 4 • I 
richest 1 • III 
river 5 • I 
roclcy' 1 • I 
roots 1 • II 
rough 1 • I 
\ . rugged 1 • IV 
Saskatchewan 3 • 
-
scarcit7 1 .. 
sea 1 • I 
section _ 1 • I 
sections 1 • II 
sends 1 • I 
1ettled 2 • III 
settlers 1 • III 
shaped 1 • II 
short 2 • I 
sides l • II 
silver 1 • I 
slow 1 • I 
alowl,- 1 • II 
saall 1 • I 
snow 1 • I 
so 2 • I 
soft 1 • I 
soil 6 • II 
some 2 • I 
somewhat 1 • III 
soon 1 • I 
southeastern 1 v 
sout hern 2 • III • 
southernmost 1 
-
state 1 • I 
St. Laitnnce 6 • II 
streams 1 • I 
stretches 1 • I 
stu~ 1 • I 
such 1 • I 
tnmmer 1 • v 
supplied 1 • III 
surface 2 • IV 
II surro'Ullding 1 • I 
swept 1 • I 
take 1 • I 
\I 
II I 
It 
II 
II 
II 
58 
!I!.A:B.LE VIII ( 
I 
Word freqUEmCJI !!horn dike :Binsland 
teaching 1 • I 
I terraces 1 • VI 
I territories 1 • v .I 
tlum 4 • I I 
that 2 • I ;I 
the 100 • I q 
their 3 • I 
there g • I 
these • I 
thq 1 • I 
thick:l7 1 • v 
thin 1 • I 
this 1 • I 
thousand 1 • I 
three 2 • I 
thrive 1 • VII I 
timber 1 • III 
time 1 • I II to 17 • I 
together 1 • I 
'I trauspertation 3 • III I 
. treeless 1 ~ I I 
tributaries 1 • IV I tundra 1 ... VI 
two 3 • I 
uncut 1 • I 
Un1 ted States 1 • VII ~ I 
unlike 1 • VII I· 
1ml.1mited 1 • VI II 
up 1 • I 
.I 
II 
used 1 • I il val1qs 1 • III 
varied 1 • v 
ll vaet 2 • IV 
vegetables 1 • I 
was 1 • I 
water 5 • I 
we 1 • I I 
were 1 • I 
1: vest 2 • I 
what I • I 
which 4 • I 
:I wide 1 • I 
lrl,.ll 1 • I 
winds 2 • I 
with 5 • t 
I 
! 
TA13LE VIII ( eoneluded) 
II Word frequency Thorndike liinsland 
li wither 1 • IV 
I wonderful.l7 1 .. ti 
\i 
wood 1 • I 
worked 1 • I 
yea:r 2 • I 
yet 1 • I 
1 you 2 • I 
I' I 
I 
I 
Yukon 1 
- -
Table IX shows all the place names which were found in the first 
thousand words of the unit on Canada in l3ook V, United States and Canada~ 1 
l!ook V has twenty-one place :names, which places it fifth out of 
eight books~ 
!J:BLE IX 
PLACE NAMES m BOOK V ~ UNITED STATES Aim CANADA. 
Alaska 
Ariie 
Athabaska 
Atlantic 
l3ritiah Columbia 
California 
C&ada 
Deminion of Canada 
Ofoeat Bear 
l:mdson :Bq 
Huron 
Idaho 
Minnesota 
:New England 
Oregon 
Pacific 
Saperior 
United States 
Washington 
Winnepeg 
1 Loe. e1t~ 
59 
d 
i 
I' 
-4-~ 
!I 
I 
fable X is an alphabetized list o:t the first thousand words in 
I 
the unit on Canada in :Book V, United States and Cana.da.1 The second 
colUJm shows the n'm!lber of times each word was used in the '1l!lit. The 
third colUJm msrked !l!horndike, if' starred, shows that a word mq be c~ 
sidered one used by the average fifth grader according to the Thorndike 
2 
and Lorge- atuey. ColUDD1 IV marked Binslaud shows at which grade each 
word wae f irst used by children in their own writin&s according to the 
:3 . 
Binslsnd study. 
4 
:Book V contains 325 words. According to Thorndike and Lorge, 
277 of them ~ be considered fifth grade words and forty-eight ~ be 
considered above the fifth grade level. According to Rinslaud,5 
267 of' the worcls used in this unit are used in children's writings in 
grades one, two, and three; forty-five are used in grades :tour and five; 
and three are used in grades six, seven and eight. 
1 Loc. cit~ 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc~ cit~ 
~~ Loc. cit. 
5 Loc. eit~ 
6o 
iL L l li 
I TA:8LE X 'I I 
FREQ.UDCY OF WO:BDS m A THOlJ'S.AND 'lORD SAMPLE O!f 
I 
CANADA m :BOOK - tm'I!rlm STATES AND O.AB'ADA - WITH 
TH!l1IR THORNDIKE .mD RINSL.Alrn OLASSil!'IOA!al<IJS 
I Word frequency Thorndike Rinslsnd 
I 
,I 
a 1 • I 
about 5 • I 
account 1 • II ; 
II 
.Alaska 1 
- -&1.1 2 • I 
jl along ~ • I also • I 
I 
although 1 • I 
azld 35 • I 
I an1mal.s 3 • I answer 1 • I ~ 
Ariic 4 .. IV 
are 17 • I 
area 2 • II 
around 1 • I 
as 6 • I I at 5 • .~ I Athabaska 1 - -
il 
Atlantic 4 • I 
be 1 • I beds 4 • I 
II been 3 • I being; 5 • I II 
I' belt 1 • I berries 1 • I I better l • I boat 1 • I branches 1 • I bring l . • I 
:BritiSh Columbia 2 ... 
-built l • I but l • I 
by 7 • ~ Cali£orn1a 1 • 
called 2 • I 
can 5 • I 
Oaaada 12 
- -caribou 1 
-
IV 
carried 1 • I 
central 2 • I 
chief 1 • I 
chiefly 1 • III 
I' 
li 
!I 
[l 
II 
62 
li ~~~~~ 
TA!LE X (continued) 
II 
Word frequency Thorndike 1linslan4 
I cleared 2 • IV II 
·I cloth.illlg . 1 • I 
ll coast 3 • 
I 
coasts 1 • I 
I! 
cold 1 • I 
collected 1 • II 
companies 2 • III ~ I coaiferous 1 - ... 
il 
connect 1 • III 
copper 1 • III 
crops 1 • II 
outs l • I 
deep 1 • I 
deeper 2 I 
depend 2 • IV 
deposits 2 • v 
discovered 1 • I 
discoveries 1 * IV 
do 3 • ~ 
n:md.nion of Canada 1 
- -
I done 5 • I 
dropped 1 • I 
cmring 1 • I. 
dwarfed 2 
- -
each }f. * I I 
; 0: 
eastward 1 
-
v 
II 
edg~ 1 • I ..
engaged 2 
-
T 
II Eskimo }f. ~ 
Eskimos 1 
except 1 • I 
explain 2 * III 
explored 1 • III 
e%plorers 1 
-
III 
mend 1 • III 
' facts 1 
* 
III 
[; farm 1 • II 
farming 7 • I 
farms 2 
* 
I 
~~ farther- 1 • I 
I fertile 2 
-
III 
' few 5 * I 
, figa:re 1 • I 
11 find 5 • I 
fishing 1 
* 
I 
flow 1 
* 
I 
63 
i 
I 
I 
I T.ABLE X (con tinned) 
Word frequency Thorndike R. inslan.d 
food 1 
* I for 6 
* I forest 7 
* I forest s 4 
* III found 3 
* I fourths 1 
* I from 6 
* I fur 2 
* I fur-bearing 1 
furs 5 
* II gather 1 
* I general 1 
* I give 3 
* I glaciers 1 III 
gold 1 
* I grazing 1 IV 
great 4 
* I Great Bear 1 
Great Slave 1 
grew 1 
* I half 1 
* I has 3 
* I have 7 
* I help 1 
* I helped 2 
* II helps 2 
* I here 3 
* I high 1 
* I highways 1 
* III homes 3 
* I houses 2 
* I how 2 
* I however 3 
* III Hudson Bay 6 
hunting 1 I 
Huron 2 
Idaho 1 
if 1 
* I important 1 * I in 43 
* I included 1 
* v indeed 1 
* I Indians 1 I interesting 1 
* I into 1 
* I iron 1 
* I 
I 
II 
I 
64 
T.A:BLE X (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike .Ri.nsland 
is 9 
* I islands 1 * III 
it 2 * I itself 1 * I join 1 * I just 1 * I kayaks 1 
kind 1 * I kinds 5 * I leke 2 * I lake-dotted 1 
lakes 4 
* II land 9 * I lands 9 * I large 1 * I 
largely 1 
* 
VI 
learned 3 * I lie 1 * I like 3 * I little 1 * I live 4 * I living 1 * I livings 2 * III logging 2 * lumbering 4 * III 
made 2 * I 
mainlend 1 IV 
make 3 * I 
making 1 * I 
many 1 * I 
map 2 * I 
materials 1 * II 
men 3 * I 
might 3 * I 
millions 1 ... III 
mined 3 * IV 
mineral 1 * III 
mining 4 
* v Minnesota 1 
more 5 
* I 
most 2 * I 
mostly 1 
* I 
mountain 1 
* I 
mouths 1 
* II 
II 
move 2 ... I 
much 5 
* I 
l musk 1 * I - I r-· 
II 
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II TJ..BLE X (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland I . 
near 4 * I 
New Engla..11d 1 
nickel 3 * I 
north 2 * I 
north-central 9 
northeastern 8 II 
nor thern 6 * II I 
northward 2 * IV I I 
I not 2 * I I now 4 * I 
II 
of 48 * I 
on 7 ... I 
once 4 * I il one 6 * I I only 3 * I 
I or 4 * I 
I 
order 1 * I 
ore 2 * I Oregon 4 * I I ores 6 * I 
other 2 * I 
others 5 * I 
our 1 * I 
outsiders l * VII 
oxen l * II 
Pacific 1 II 
part 6 * I 
parts 2 * II 
pass 1 * I 
people 6 * I 
picture 2 * I 
place 2 * I 
places 9 * I 
plains 1 * III 
poor 2 * I I posts 2 * I I I prairie 2 * II 
I prairies l * I produced 2 * III 
J: 
railroad 1 * IV 
rainfall 3 IV 
read 1 * I r 
reaG.ons 2 * III II recent 1 * v 
removal 1 * III 
rich 2 * I 
li 
II 
II 
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TABLE X (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rins1and 
richer 2 
* III 
river 2 
* I 
rivers 1 
* II 
same 2 
* I 
sawmill 1 II 
scoured 1 
sea 1 
* I 
seal 1 
* I 
search 1 
* II 
see 1 
* I 
seen 1 
* I 
settlements 1 * v 
shores 1 * IV 
silver 1 * I 
size 1 
* I 
skin 1 
* I 
sleds 1 I 
slopes 1 * III 
so 1 * I 
soil 1 
* II 
soils 5 
* v 
some 6 
* I 
south 1 * I 
sou the as tern 1 v 
·southward 2 * IV 
states 1 
* I 
stony 1 
* III 
streams 3 
* II 
stretch 1 
* III 
strip 1 
* II 
stunted 1 VII 
suited 1 
* III 
summer 4 
* I Superior 1 
* I 
support 2 
* III 
tell 2 
* I tend 5 
* I tr.LM 4 
* I ,, that 51 
* I 
,! 
the 5 
* I 
I 
their 8 
* I I them 1 
* I !' then 8 
* I there 9 
* I these 9 
* I they 2 
* I 
-----
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TABLE X (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
thin 1 * I 
think 5 * I 
this 1 
* I 
those 1 * I 
thought 1 * I 
three 1 * I 
II through 3 * I tilled 1 * I II time 2 * I I' II to 18 * I 
,, 
tovm.s 2 * II 
II II trader 1 * III 
i! \ 
tra.ding 2 * III I tra:ppers 1 III I 
II trapping 2 III 
i travels 1 * I treeless 1 
,I 
trees 3 * I 
t wo 1 * I 
!I 
United States 3 * 
uplands 1 VII 
I use 1 * I I 
I used 1 * I 
valleys 2 * III 
II valuabl e 1 * I 
vast 3 * IV 
It 
villag;e 1 * I II visited 1 * I 
II walrus 1 
was 2 * I 
I 
Washington 1 * I 
were 10 * I 
west 2 * I 
west 2 * I 
western 1 * III 
westward 1 * v 
whEo.t 6 * I 
where 5 * I 
which 8 * I 
white 2 
* I 
who 7 * I 
why 7 
* I 
wild 1 * I 
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T.A:BLF. X (concluded) 
Word frequen.cy Thorndike Rinsla.nd 
will 9 * I 
Wil'l..nipeg 1 * 
winter 3 * I 
with 1 
* I 
wonder 1 * I 
work 1 I!< I 
world 4 * I 
would 4 * I 
years 1 * I 
yet 2 * I 
you 17 * I 
Table XI shows all the place nE~.mes which were found in the 
first thousand words of a unit on Canada in Book VI, Journeys Through 
Boo~ VI has twenty-two place names giving it the third highest 
spot in difficUlty of the eight books. 
1 Loc. cit. 
I 
I 
II 
/I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
'I 
II 
I 
II 
:\ 
II 
Jl 
II 
T.AJ3LE XI 
PL.ACE N.AMES IN BOOK VI - JOURNEYS THROUGH NORTH .AHERICA 
Annapolis Valle:,r 
Atlantic 
Bay of Fundy 
British Empire 
Canada 
Grea t Britain 
Halifax: 
Long Island 
Maritime Provinces 
Metiterranean 
Hew Brunswick 
~~~ II Newfoundland 
New York 
Nova Scotia 
Ontario 
Prince 'H'dward Island 
Quebec 
Sou th .America 
Statue of Liberty 
Sydney 
Viest Indies 
Table XII is an alphabetical list of the first thousand words on 
Canada in Book VI, Journeys Through North .America.l The second column 
shows the number of times each word was used in the unit. The third 
column, marked Thorndike, if starred, shows that a word may be considerea 
one used by the average fifth grader accord.ing to the Thorndike and 
Lorge study . 2 Column four marked Rinsland shows at which grade each word 
was first used by children in their own writings according to the 
Rinsland study. 3 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
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_Book VI contains 431 words . According to Thorndike and Lorge1 
363 of them may be considered fifth grade words, and sixty-eight may 
be considered above the fifth grade level . According to Rinsland,2 
323 of the words used in this unit are used in children's writings 
in grades one, two, and three; 108 are used in grades four and five; 
a~d noe are used in grades six, seve~ and eight. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 toe. cit. 
I~ 
I 
I 
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I' TABLE XII I 
il 
FREQ.UENCY 0]' WORDS IN A THOUSAND ViORD S.ANIPLE ON CANADA 
IN BOOK VI - JOURNEYS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA WITH 
THEIR THOR}TDIKE AND RINSL~TD CL}~SIFICATIONS 
Word frequency Thorndike Ri nsland 
a 16 ... I 
about 6 * I 
after 1 * I 
ago 1 * I 
agriculture 3 * IV 
all 5 * I 
aJ.Jnost 1 * I 
alone 1 * I 
along 1 * I 
also 4 * I 
among 1 * I 
an 6 
* 
I 
and 49 * I 
animals 2 
* I 
.Annapolis Valley 1 
apples 1 
* I 
are 30 * I 
area 1 * II 
arriving 1 
* II 
around 1 * I 
as 5 * I 
at 6 
* I Atlantic 1 * 
automobile 2 
* I balsam 1 I 
barley 1 * IV basis 1 
* I bay 1 
* I Bay of Fundy 2 
be 4 * I beans 1 * I beauty 1 * I because 2 
* I become 2 
* I beech 1 * I being 1 
* I billion 1 
* VI birch 1 
* I blast 1 
* I board 2 
* I bold 1 
* II 
I bore 1 
* IV 
I broad 1 * III 
TABIJE XII (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland I 
I :British Empire l I buckwheat 1 
* I 
I 
I' I built 1 
* I I 
I 
but 9 
* I 
I' 
by 2 
* I II called 3 
* I can ~ 
* I 
1: 
Canada 9 
canneries 1 v 
cap i tpl 2 
* I 
catch 2 
* I 
caught 1 
* I Cedar 1 
"' 
I 
center 4 
* I 
cherries 1 
* I 
city 1 
* I clean 1 
* I clover 1 
* I 
co a~ 3 
* I 
coast 2 
* I coastal 1 v 
coasts 1 
* I 
I 
cod 1 
* II coking 1 I 
'I 
comes l 
* I cannon 1 
"' 
III 
compa.xes 1 
* VII 
I 
condition 1 
* II corks 1 * v 
countries 2 
* I country 1 
* I covered 2 
* I crops 3 
* II 
cured 1 
* III decy- 2 
* I days 1 
* I deepest 1 
* III deep-sea 1 I 
diked 1 I 
divisions 1 
* IV docks 2 
* I dovm 1 
* I · dozen 1 
* I dry 2 
* I drying 1 
* I each 1 
* I early 1 
* I II 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 73 I 
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il TABLE XII (continued) 
Vlord frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
eastern 3 * IV 
entirely 1 * IV 
even 1 * I 
every 1 * I 
everywhere 1 * I 
excellent 1 * II 
exposed 1 * IV 
extends 1 * IV 
face 1 * I fairly 1 * ·n 
famous 3 * II 
far 5 * I 
farming 1 * II farms 2 * I fee t 2 * I 
:fields 1 * I ;;;mal:t~ 1 * I 
:find 1 * I fine 1 * I 
finest 1 * I 
fir 1 * I first 1 * I 
:fish 3 * I fisheries 1 
:fishermen 1 * IV fishing 5 * I followed 1 * I for 10 * I 
forest 1 * I forests 4 * III 
:forts 1 
* I four-fifths 1 
:fox 1 * I 
:fresh 1 
* I from 5 * I fruits 1 * I fur 3 * I fur-bearing 1 
furs 1 
* II go 1 
* I goes 1 * I gone 1 * I I good 4 
* I good- sized 1 
grass 1 
* I great 3 
* I 
1. 
\I 
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TABLE XII (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rins1a.nd 
Great Britain 1 
grounds 1 * II grown 1 ... I 
haddock 1 I 
halibut 1 I 
Halifax 8 
harbor 2 * I harbors .. 
* III u hardy 1 * IV has 7 * I hay 2 
* I heru·d 1 
* I heavily 2 * IV h.emlock 1 * IV 
here 2 * I herring 1 IV 
high 1 
* I highest 1 * II hills 2 • I 
historic 1 * v home 1 * I hook 1 * I hull 1 II 
important 8 * I imported 1 * VI in 11 * I income 1 * VI 
II 
industry 6 ... III 
il inlets 1 IV inshore 1 
I instead 1 * I interior 1 
* IV into .., 
* I .. ., inviting 1 
* I iron .1 
* I is 20 * I island 1 * I it 3 
* I its 3 * I June 1 
known 1 
* I lakes 1 * II land 3 
* I la.rge 5 
* I largest 1 
* I learn 1 
* I 
\' 
I 
i! 
II 
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r TABLE XII (continue d) 
II 
,, Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
II leave 1 * I left 1 * I 
lesser 1 * II like 2 * I line 1 * I 
lines 1 * I 
lobster 1 * III 
locaJ. l * III long 3 * I 
Long Island 1 
lowland 2 * IV lowl a..'l'lds 1 * IV lying 1 * I 
ma.ckerel 1 I 
make 2 * I 
making 1 
* I 
many 8 * I Map 2 * I 
maple 1 * I 
Maritime Provinces 8 
may 2 * I 
mayflower 1 
meadow 1 * I 
Mediterranean 1 * 
miles 7 * I 
minerals 1 
* III Monday 3 * I 
months 1 * I 
more 3 * I I 
II 
morning 3 * I 
most 8 * I 
much 2 * I 
must 1 * I 
nameti 1 * I 
narrows 1 * I 
nA.tural 2 * III 
naval 1 * I 
near 1 * I 
nearly 2 
* I 
necessary 1 
* II 
need 1 * III 
nets 1 
* III New :Brunswick 4 
New England 4 
* 
:N ewfound.land 1 
New York 1 * 
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I TABLE XII {continued) I 
I 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsla.nd 
night 1 
* I 
north 1 
* I 
northeastern 1 IV 
northeastward 1 
northern 1 * II 
noted 1 * III Nova Scotia 1 
now 2 * I 
oats 1 * I 
ocean 1 
* I 
of 56 
* I 
i off 2 * I 
I offsr..ore 1 
II 
often 1 
* I 
on 9 * I 
II 
once 3 * I 
one 5 
* I 
only 1 
* I 
I 
Ontario 1 ' 
* 
or 4 
* I 
ore 1 
* I 
other 2 
* I 
our 4 
* I 
out 2 
* I 
output 1 
* 
over 1 
* I 
own 3 * I pack 1 
* I page 2 
* I part 1 
* I pa.rts 2 
* II pass 2 
* I passes 1 * I pelts 1 
pine 1 
* I plants 1 
* II pleasure 1 
* III point 1 
* III Prince Edward Island 3 
produce 1 
* III II produces 1 
* III products 1 
* III II province 1 
* v 
nrnYi!lees 6 VI I Quebec 1 
I! I railroad 2 
* I 
II 
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I TABLE XII (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
railvray 2 * IV 
raised 1 * II 
readily 1 * v 
red 1 * I 
remind 1 * I 
repaired 1 * III 
repairs 2 * IV I ric !I 4 * I 
rising 1 * I II 
rivers 1 * II II 
roads 1 * II I 
roar 1 * I 
rocky 1 * I 
roomy 1 
rugged 1 * IV 
I run 4 * I 
rushing 2 * II 
sailed 1 * I 
salt 1 * I Saturda~r 2 * I 
sea 2 * I 
seams 1 * II 
see 9 * I 
seldom l * III 
service 1 * I 
seve raJ. 4 ... I 
sheds 1 * II 
ship 1 * I 
shipbuilding 1 
shipped 4 * III 
shipping 4 
* v 
ships 3 * I 
shore 1 * I 
shores 1 * IV 
sight 1 
* I 
-, signs 1 * I 
II 
si ver 1 
* I 
si:x:teen 1 
* I 
I' siZG 1 * I 
II 
slopes 2 * III 
small 1 
* I 
so 12 
* I 
soil 5 
* II 
solid 1 
* II 
some 6 
* I I soon 4 
* I 
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II TABLE XII (continued) 
,, Word frequency Thorndike Rins1and 
li 
South .America 1 
spend 2 * I 
II sport 1 * I 
'I spread 1 * I 
It 
spring 1 * I 
spruce 2 * I 
II 
square 1 * I 
standing 1 * I 
li 
started 1 * I 
states 1 * I Statue of Liberty 1 
I 
steam 1· * I 
steamer 2 * II 
'I 
steel 1 * I 
,, 
still 2 * I 
streams 1 * II 
il surprised 1 * I surrounded 1 * II 
I 
Sydney 2 * 
ten 1 * I 
terminus 1 
than 4 * I 
that 4 * I 
the 83 * I 
their 8 
* I 
then 4 * I 
there 3 * I 
these 4 
* I 
!I they 3 * I 
iJ 
thicker 1 
* II 
this 6 * I 
I those 3 * I 
I 
through 3 * I 
tidal 1 
I tide 1 * I tides 2 * III I I timber 1 * III 
II 
to 12 
* I tossed 1 
* II I total 2 
"' 
III 
I' trade 1 
* I ;I 
,, travel 2 * I I trees 4 * I trip 2 * I ,, tri.ps 1 * I 
trout 1 * III 
turn 4 * I 
I 
II 
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TABLE XII (concluded) 
Word frequency Thorndike :Ri nslend I 
I 
twelve 1 * I II twenty 1 * I 
:i 
two 2 * I 
two-fifths 2 I 
two-thirds 1 VI 
:, under 2 * I 
up 1 * I 
upon 5 * I II 
us 4 * I I used 2 * I 
valleys 1 * III 
valuable 1 * I 
various 1 
* III 
vegetables 1 * I 
ve!'iJ 2 * I 
vessels 2 * I 
village 1 * I 
visit 1 * I 
wall 1 * I 
warships 1 IV 
was 1 * I 
water 4 
* I 
wa:y 1 
* I 
we 13 * I 
weeks 1 
* I 
well 2 * I 
were 2 * I 
West Indies 1 
wheat 1 
* I 
when 1 
* I 
where 3 
* I 
which 6 
* I 
while 1 
* I 
white 2 * I 
wholly 1 
* VI wide 1 
* I with 6 . 
* I withi n 1 
* III ithout 1 
* I worlanen 1 
* III world 2 
* I 
worth 1 
* I yearly 4 * III 
yellow 1 
* I 
Table XIII shows all the place names which were found in the first 
thousand words of the unit on Canada in Book VII, the American Nations. 1 
Book VII has twenty place names. This means that there are five 
books with more place names and two books with less place names. 
TABLE XIII 
PLACE N~lES IN BOOK VII - THE AMERICAN NATIONS 
.Alaska 
America 
Atlantic 
British Con~onwealth of Nations 
British Isles 
Canada 
Dominion of Canada 
Europe 
1 France 
I 
I' ;I 
Gaspe Peninsula 
Grand Banks 
Hilly Belt 
Mar itime Provinces 
NeTI England 
Northern Ireland 
Nova Scotia 
Pacific 
Qu.ebec 
United Kingdom 
United States 
of Great Britain 
Table XIV is an alphabetized list of the first thousand words in the 
/I 
I 
,, 
il 
unit on Canada in Book VII, The .American Nations . 2 The second column shows II 
\l the number of times each word was used in the 1.mi t. The third column 
II 
11 marked Thorndike, if starred, shows tha t a word may be considered one used 
by the average fifth grader according to the Thorndike and Lorge3 study. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
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II 
li 
II 
I! 
I 
I 
II 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I! 
I 
I 
I 
ij 
li 
I! 
II 
Column IV, marked Rinsland, shov.rs at which grade each word was first used 
by children in their own writings ~ccording to the Ri nsland study. l 
Book VII contains 317 words. According to Thorndike and Lorge2 
289 of them may be considered fifth grade "ords , and "twenty-eight may 
be considered above fifth grade level. According to Rinsland,3 242 
of the words used in this unit are used in children ' s writings in grades 
four and five; and eleven are used in grades six, seven, and eight. 
1 Loc . cit . 
2 Loc . cit . 
'7 Lac. c it . .... 
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II T.AELE XIV 
FREQ,UENCY OF WORDS IN A THOUSA..'rffi WORD SAMPLE ON CAN.ADA I 
I IN IDOK VII - THE .AMERICAl~ NATIONS - WITH THEIR 
II 
THORNDIKE AND RINSLAND CLASSIFICATIONS 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
a 25 * I 
abandoned 2 * VII 
about 13 * I 
above 11 * I 
acres 2 * I 
a.fterl"..oon 1 * I 
ago 1 * I 
.Alberta. 1 
.Alfred 1 * 
all 5 * I 
almost 6 * I 
alone 1 * I 
along 4 * I 
also 3 * I 
although 1 * I 
and 28 * I 
.Andrew 1 
Annapol~s-Cornwallis · 1 
another 1 * II 
anyone 1 * I 
apple 1 * I 
apples 3 * I 
Arctic 1 * IV 
are 11 * I Aroostook 1 .;... 
as 3 * I 
autumn 1 * I 
aW8:J' 1 * I 
barrels 1 * I 
be 2 * I 
beautifu:L 1 * I 
because 2 * I before 1 * I 
begins 1 * I better 1 * I 
between 2 * I black 3 * I blackboard 1 I 
boiled 2 * I bores 1 * I 
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TABLE XIV (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rins1and 
boundary 1 • v 
break 1 
* I brings 1 
* I buckets 1 
* III Buffalo 1 I built 2 
* I I, bushels 1 * III business 1 
* I busy 1 
* I but 2 
* I butter 2 
-· 
I 
by 3 
* I 
cakes 1 
* I Calgary 1 
called 2 
* I 
can 1 
* I Canada 17 
* Canadia.n 7 
* 
capital 1 
* I 
carried 1 
* I 
catches 1 
* I 
caught 1 
* I 
center 1 
* I 
cheese 3 * I Chicago 3 * 
child 1 
* I 
cities 2 
* I 
city 2 
* I 
coasting 1 * I 
considered 1 
* IV 
cool 2 
* I 
cooperation 2 
* VII 
could 1 
* I 
cousin 1 
* I 
cows 2 
* I 
l creameries 2 * I creamery 3 * I I crop 1 
* I 
'I crops 1 * II I cultivate 1 * III I I, 
II 
deaJ. 1 
* I I decreasing 1 
* il descendants 1 $.,: v 
I 
do 2 
* I jl does 2 
* I 
II 
dollars 1 
* I I I 
I 
.I 
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TABLE XIV (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
dotted 1 
* III draw 1 
* I 
each 1 
* I 
early 1 
* I 
easier 1 • I 
east 1 
* I 
eastern 3 * IV Edmonton 1 
* I 
emigrants 1 
* VII 
enjoy 1 * I Erie 3 
especie.l1y 1 
* II Europe 3 * 
even 1 
* I 
·every· 3 * I 
except 1 
* I factories 1 
* II families 1 * II far 1 
* I farm 6 
* I f armers 6 
* I farming 4 
* II farms 6 
* I fathers 2 
* I fertile 1 
* III few 2 
* I figure 1 
* I finds 1 
* I fine 1 * I fire 1 
* I for 11 
* I forces 1 
* III found 2 
* I fox 5 
"' 
I 
foxes 1 
* II friends 1 
* I from 7 
* I frost 1 * I fruit 3 * I fur 1 
* I gave 2 
* I get 2 
* I giving 2 * I go 2 * I goes 1 
* I gone 2 
* I 
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TABLE XIV (con tinned) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
good 1 
* I government 2 * I grapes 1 * I grass l * I great 2 * I grove 1 * I grow 2 * III Gulf of St. Lawrence 5 
half 1 * I 
Halifax 1 
hardens 1 * IV' harvest 1 * I has 4 * I have 3 * I 
I! 
he· 3 * I held 1 * I hel1)ing 1 * I 
/I 
helps 1 * I higher 1 * I his 4 * I I holes 2 * I 
how 1 * I 
II 
hundred 1 * :lt hundreds 1 * I Huron 1 
I 
if 1 * I in 35 * I increasing 1 * v 
I! indeed 1 * I Indian 1 * I 
II 
industry 1 
* III into 7 * I I is 28 * I I 
,, 
I 
it 7 * I 
its 2 * I 
1\ 
join 1 
* I just 1 * II 
II I keep 1 * I kettle 1 
* I kind 1 
* I lakes 1 * II lake-shore 1 
I land 5 
* I I language l 
* I 
II 
large 1 
* I la~ts 1 * I 
1\ 
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TABLE XIV (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
learned 1 
* I left 1 
* I level 1 
* II life 1 * I like 3 * I little 3 * I live 1 
* I lived 1 * I lives 1 
* I living 1 *' I 
lowland 1 
* IV lucky 1 
* I lying 1 
* I 
made 1 * I 
make 1 
* I 
Maine 3 * 
man 3 * I 
many 7 
* I 
map 1 * I 
maple 3 * I 
march 1 * I 
maritime 2 
market 1 * I 
may 1 * I 
miles 1 * I 
milk 2 * I 
mink 1 .;... II 
money 2 ... I 
Montreal 4 
more 1 
* 
morning 1 
* I 
most 4 * I I 
mouth 1 * I 
much 4 
* I II muskrat 1 II 
1 * I 
I narrow 
I nature 1 * · I near 2 * I 
nearby 1 
* I 
nearly 1 * I 
needed 1 ... I 
neighbors 1 
* I New Brunswick 1 
New England 3 * 
New York 2 
* 
none 1 
* I 
II 
'.I 
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TABLE XIV (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
north 1 * I 
northeastern 1 IV 
northern 1 * II 
not 5 * I Nova Scotia 2 
oats 1 * I 
o:f' 46 * I 
of:f' 1 * I 
often 1 * I Ohio 1 * 
old 1 * 
Omaha 1 
on 9 
"' 
I 
once 1 * I 
one 2 
"' 
I 
only 2 * I Ontario 3 
or 8 * I 
orchards 3 * II 
other 3 * I 
our 1 * I 
out 2 * I 
over 1 * I 
owned 1 * I page 1 * I 
pan 1 * I 
paper 1 * I part 3 * I parts 2 * II pass 1 
"' 
I 
I peaches 1 * I pears 1 
* I 
,, pelts 1 
people 4 * I pipes 2 * I 
I 
-places 1 
* I I plain 1 * I I planted 1 
* 
I 
plenty 1 * I plow 1 * I population 1 * I Y potatoes 3 * I price 1 * I 
Prince Edward Island 5 
province 7 
* v pups 1 * I 
!I 
II ,, 
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II II TABLE XIV (continued) 
I 
I Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
I put 1 
* I 
,, puts 1 * I quaint 1 
* IV Quebec 3 * quickly 1 * II 
railroad 1 * I 
railroa.cts 1 * IV 
raised 1 * II 
read 1 * I 
reasons 2 
* III Regina 1 
region 4 
* IV 
rich 1 * I Rocky" Mountains l 
roots 1 * I 
rough 2 * I 
runs 1 * I 
same 3 * I 
sandstone 2 v 
sap 4 ... II 
sea 1 * I 
season 1 * I 
second 1 * I 
section 3 * I 
sent 1 * I 
settlers 1 
* III 
several 2 * I 
ship 1 * I 
ships 1 * I 
shore 3 * I 
single 1 * III 
skating 1 
* I 
sirup 1 
skiing 3 I 
skins 1 * I 
skunk 1 * I 
snow 1 * I 
soft 1 * 
soil 2 * II 
some 5 * I 
sometime s 4 
* I 
south 2 
* I 
southeastern 1 v 
southein l 
* III 
speak 1 * I 
spring 1 * I 
lr-
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TABLE XIV (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
spring-wheat 1 
states 3 * I 
steam 1 :jo I 
stream 1 * I 
studying 1 
* I 
sugar 4 * I 
sugar-maple 4 
suits 1 * I 
summer 1 * I Superior 1 * 
taken 1 * I 
taught 1 
* I tell 2 
* I tens 1 
* I than 2 
* I 
that 7 
* I the 87 
* I their 1 
* I them 2 * I then 2 * I there 5 * I they 1 * I thick 1 
* I this 5 
* I thouse.nds 1 * II three 1 
* I through 2 
* I throughout 1 
* v thus 1 $ III 
to 15 ;1'- I 
toda;y- 1 
* I 
together 2 
* I too 1 
* I 
top 1 
* I tote~ 1 
* III touch 1 
* I trap 1 
* I tree 2 
* I trees 2 
* I trunks 1 
* I twenty-five 1 I 
two 1 
* I 
unable 1 
* III 
uncle 1 
* I United States 9 
* 
until 1 
* I 
TABU XIV (concluded) 
Wo rd frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
up 1 * I 
upon 1 * I 
very 2 * I 
vineyards 1 * IV 
visited 1 * I Washington 1 * I 
water 1 * I 
we 1 * I 
weeks 1 * I 
were 2 * I 
what 2 * I 
when 4 * I 
whe r e 2 * I 
whether 1 * I Winnepeg 4 I 
Table XV shows all the place name s which were found in the first 
thousand words of the unit on Canada in Book VIII, GeographY of the .Amer-
. 1 l eas. 
l3ook VIII has thirty-two place names . This means that there is only 
one book with more place names and six with less in this group of books. 
1 Loc. cit. 
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T.Al3LE XV 
PLACE NA1rnS IN BOOK VIII - GEOGRAPHY OF THE AMERICAS 
Alberta 
.~apolis-Cornwallis 
Arctic 
Aroostook 
Buffalo 
Calgary 
Canada 
Chicago 
Edmonton 
Europe 
Erie 
Gulf of St. Lawrence 
Halifax 
Huron 
Maine 
Montreal 
New Brunswick 
New England 
New York 
Nova Scotia 
Ohio 
Omaha 
Ontario 
Oregon 
Prince Edward Island 
Quebec 
Regina 
Rocky Mountains 
Superior 
United States 
Washington 
Winnepeg 
I 
ji 
II ,, 
I 
Table XVI is an alphabetized list of the first thousand words in the I 
unit on Canada in Book VIII, G-eography of the Americas. 1 The second column 
shows the number of times each word was used in the·unit . The third column! 
marked Thorndike, if starred, shows that a word may be considered one used 
II 
by the average fifth grader according to the Thorndike and Lorge2 study. 1 
1 Loc . cit. 
2 Loc . cit. 
II 
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\ 
Column IV, markedRinsland, shows at which grade each word was first used 
'by children in their own writings according to the Rinsland study. 1 
Book VIII contains 377 words. According to ~horndike and Lorge, 2 
334 of them may be considered f i fth grade words, and forty-three may be 
considered above fifth grade level. bccording to Rins1and, 3 289 of the 
words used in this unit are used in children's writings in grades one. 
two, and three; sixty-five are used in grades four and five; and three 
are used in grades six, seven and eight. 
TABLE XVI 
FREQ.UENCY OF WORDS IN A THOUSAND 'WORD S.AMPLE ON C.AN.ADA 
Tiil' BOOK VIII - GEOGR..I\PHY OF TBE ).MEJRIC)..S - WITH 
TEEIB THORIIDIKE .AND RINSLkWD CLASSIFICATIONS 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
a 12 * I 
abbreviated 1 
about 4 ... I 
across 1 * I 
addition 1 * I 
adjoining 3 * VII 
after 1 * I 
.Alaska 1 * 
all 3 * I 
also 2 * I 
.America 1 * I 
.Americans 2 * I 
among 2 * I 
an 1 * I 
and 28 * I 
another 1 * I 
are 14 * I 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
I 
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TABLE XVI (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike R insla.nd 
as 5 
* Atlantic 3 * 
attack l 
* I 
away 1 
* I back 1 
* I bad 1 !II' I 
banks 2 
* I because 1 
* I become l 
* I been 3 
* I before l 
* I begin 1 
* I being l 
* I belt l * I between 5 
* I both 2 
* I II boundary 3 * v British 5 
* I British Commonwealth 
of Nations 2 
:British I sles l 
but 6 
* I by 2 
* I 
call l 
* I 
can l 
* I Canada 19 
* Canadians 9 
* chapter l 
* I 
climate 2 
* III 
coasts l 
* I 
cold l * I 
colder l 
* I 
colonial l 
* II colonies l 
* III coming 1 
* I 
comparisons 1 
* VII conditions l 
* v continents~ 2 
* IV corner l 
* I countries 5 
* I country 7 
* "] crops 2 
* II days 2 
* I dee7-oea l 
I 
I 
II 
II 
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TABLE XVI (continued) 
Word frequency Thorndike :Rinsland 
descendants 1 * v descended 1 * IV descent 1 * v 
difference 1 * III different 1 * I differs 1 * VI discover 1 * IV discovered 1 * I distribution 1 * VII divided 2 * II divisions 1 * IV do 2 * I dominion 1 * VI dominions 2 * VI Dominion of Canada 2 
dotted 1 * III drier 1 * III 
each 1 * I 
early 1 * I 
eastern 4 * IV 
English 4 * I 
enough 2 * I 
Eskimos 3 
especially 1 * II 
Europe 4 * 
ever 1 * I 
except 1 * I 
expect 1 * II 
extensions 1 * VII families 1 * II family 3 * I 
far 3 * I farther 1 * I fear 1 * II few 1 * I figure 2 
* I first 1 * I fisheries 2 
fishermen 1 * IV 
I, for 7 * 1 foreword 1 I' France 1 
* \I free 2 * I freedom 2 * III French 2 * friendly 1 
* I 
II 
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T.ABLE XVI (continued) I 
Word frequency Thorndike Rinsland 
friends 1 
* I friendship 1 
* III from 15 
* I further 1 
* I Gaspe Peninsula. 2 
given 1 
* II go 1 
* I good 13 ... I govern 1 
* III Grand Banks 1 
great 1 
* I group 1 
* I growing 1 
* I grown 1 
* I grown-up 1 
* II I guard 1 ... I had 12 
* I I ha~f 3 
* I harbors 1 
* III I has 6 
* I 
il 
have 3 ... I helps 2 
* I here 11 
* I 1\ hilly 4 ~ IV 
Hilly Belt 1 
I hot 1 * I huge 1 
* I hundred 1 
* I important 4 
* I in 31 
* I independent 1 
* v Indians 3 
* I industry 6 
* III instead 4 
* I interior 1 
* IV into 2 
* I Irish 1 
* 
/' 
is 24 
* I its 17 
* I I its 1 
* I just 2 
* I 
I keep 1 * I kind 4 
* I II king 1 * I know 1 
* I ,, land 6 
* I 
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~ 1: -, i! T-~LE XVI (continued) 
I I 
I Word frequency Thorndike Ri nsland 
I 
I on 5 * I once 1 
* I jl one 6 * I 
I 
only 2 * I 
other 4 
* III 
! others 1 * III our 4 
* I 
ourselves 1 
* I 
out 3 
* I 
over 2 
* I Pacific 1 
page 2 
* I pages 1 
* I parents 1 
* I part 7 ~ I 
parts 3 
* II people 12 
* I plains 1 
* III plenty 2 
* I political 1 
* VII populated 6 v 
population 4 
* IV principal 1 
* I problems 1 
* I provinc e 1 
* v provinces 2 
* VI Q;u.ebec 1 
questions 1 
* I 
rain 1 
* I 
rainfall 2 
* IV 
rainiest 1 
* 
rainy 4 
* I 
raising 1 
* IV 
read 2 ... I 
reason 3 
* I reasons 2 
* III 
region 1 
* IV regions 2 
* IV remain 2 
* II remainder 1 
* v rest 1 
* I 
right 1 
* I safe 1 
* I I same 4 ... I 
I scattered 1 * III 
II 
J! 
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I TABLE XVI (continued) 
I Thorndike r I 
Word frequency Rins1and 
I schooners 1 * VI !, I Scottish 1 
I season 1 * I settled 1 * III 
settlement 1 
* IV 
II settlers 1 * III share 1 * I I 
I shown 1 * II 
I shows 2 * I side 1 * I I since 2 
* I 
so 4 * I 
some 5 
* I 
southern 4 
* III 
I southernmost 1 speak 2 * I 
I speaking 1 * II 
I states 3 * I 
II' 
still 2 * I 
strong 4 
* II 
studies 2 ,.. I 
I summer 1 * 
I surface 2 * III 
I temperature 2 * I I territories 1 * v 
than 2 
* I that 9 
* I the 96 * I 
theii 6 * I 
them 5 
* I there 1 
* I themselves 2 
* I they 8 
* I thinly 1 
third 1 
* I this 5 
* I 
I thousand 1 
* I I thousands 2 
* II 
I three 1 * I three thousand 1 
II 
thus 1 
* I ll to 12 
* I 
II 
today 1 
* I together i 
* I 
II too 1 * I 
Jt 
tre.ce 1 
* I 
Word 
trawlers 
trust 
twelfth 
two 
I 
understand 
understanding 
II
. United Kingdom 
· United States 
II 
I 
II 
,: 
,j 
,I 
up 
upper 
us 
very 
warm 
ways 
we 
weather 
were 
western 
where 
who 
why 
widely 
winter 
with 
work 
working 
world 
would 
years 
yet 
you 
yot~el~ 
T.ABLE XVI 
frequency 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
8 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
7 
1 
(concluded) 
Thorndike 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
.... 
* 
* 
* 
* 
... 
* 
*-
"' 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
*· 
Rinsland 
III 
III 
I 
I 
v 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
III 
I 
I 
I 
v 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Table XVII shows the number of place names which are used in first 
thouse~d words in each of the eight geography textbooks . This ta.ble 
should prove helpful in comparing the difficuity of books in that a 
large number of pls..ce names adds a considerable load to the teaching of 
vocabulary in the social studies . 
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TABLE XVII 
liJ1J"MBER OF DIFFERENT PLACE N.P...MES USED IN' THE 
FIRST THOUSAN~ WORDS ON CANADA IN EACH 
OF EIGHT FIFTH GRADE TEXTBOOKS 
Book Number Number of Place 
I 16 
II 31 
III 17 
IV 34 
v 21 
VI 22 
VII 20 
VIII 32 
Names 
Table XVIII tells the aver8ge number of times each of the words in 
the first thousand words on Canada in each of the eight fifth grade text-
books was used. The more frequently a new word is used the easier it is 
to teach the word to the average pupil . Therefore a higher average should 
mean that the sample is easier for the reader . 
TABLE XVI II 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF TIMES EACH WORD IS USED IN THE 
FIRST THOUS.AND WORDS ON C.ANADA IN EACH OF 
EIGHT FIFTH GRADE TEXTBOOKS 
:Book Number 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
Average Times each Word is Used 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
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II 
I 
\I 
Table XIX contains four lists or columns. Column I has the book 
ntunber listed. Column II contains the ntunber of different uords in t he 
thousand word list. Column III contains the number of words which are 
considered words used for fifth grades and below. Column IV contains 
the number of words considered to be above the fifth grade level 
1 
according to Thorndike and Lorge. 
TABLE XlX 
WORDS USED BY \'IRITERS OF GRADE V BOOKS :;scoRDING 
TO THE THORNDIKE AND LORGE STUDY 
Book Number Number of Words Number of Words Number of Words 
used for Fifth for Gre.des Above 
Grades and Below Fifth Grades 
I 341 306 35 
II 333 315 18 
III 3 65 302 63 
IV 365 315 50 
v 325 277 48 
VI 431 363 68 
VII 317 289 28 
VIII 377 334 43 
Table XX contains the lists of words considered to be above fifth 
grade level a~cording to Thorndike and Lorge . 3 These lists do not 
contai n any proper names. These lists were taken from the first 
thousand words on Canada in each of the eight fifth grade textbooks. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
1\ 
~ I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
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T.ABLE XX 
WORDS USED FOR GRADES . ABOVE FIFTH ACC~RDING TO THE 
THORNDIKE .Al'TD LORGE STlJDY 
equator 
foreground 
gold-bearing 
caribou 
musk 
north central 
officia~ly 
parliament 
peat 
bombers 
dynamos 
fliers 
forest-covered 
blossoming 
boating 
bordering 
cleaning 
cod 
co elfish 
coke 
cone-bearing 
entering 
especially 
fewer 
fogs 
fruit raising 
1 Loc. cit. 
. WHICH ARE NOT PROPER N.AMES 
haddock 
hauled 
herring 
highland 
hunting 
left-hand 
lighthouses 
limestone 
l obsters 
lowle..nd 
mackerel 
making 
manufacturing 
:BOOK I 
rapidly 
sawmill 
seaport 
setting 
two-thirds 
unfortified 
weJ.rus 
wooded 
BOOK II 
glacier 
machine gun 
turbine 
BOOK III 
maritime 
nearby 
nearer 
northeast 
northeastward 
northward 
orchards 
populated 
province 
provinces 
rainfall 
raising 
reindeer 
see nary 
seaport 
seaports 
specialize 
spring 
stretching 
swift flowing 
thinly 
tourists 
tundra. 
underlaid 
vacation 
waterway 
wild 
I 
)) 
:! 
I 
II 
102 
103 
T.ABLE XX 
BOOK IV 
archipelago peninsula ,I 
bleak populated 
1: densely productive livestock proiTince 
maritime pulp I 
moisture reindeer 
II parellel southernmost 
:BOOK V I 
caribou mainland I 
coniferous north-central 
I deeper northeastern dwarfed outsiders 
I eastward rainfall explorers sawmill I 
fertile scoured 
fur-bearing sleds 
·I 
glaciers son theastern II 
grazing trappers I 
hunti~ trapping I· 1 ake-do t ted upla.."l.ds 
II logging walrus 
:BOOK VI 
balsam haddock offshore 
buckwheat halibut pelts 
canneries herring remind 
coking hull roomy 
deep-sea inlets shipbuilding 
diked inshore terminus 
fisheries lines tidal 
four-fifths mackerel two-fifths 
fur-bearing mayflower two-thirds 
good sized northeastern warships 
northward 
:SOOK VII 
dee-_p-sea fisheries 
grown-up hilly 
mainland maritime 
southernmost thinly 
three thousand trawlers 
abandoned 
blackboard 
cooperative 
creameries 
creamery 
lake-shore 
TABLE XX (concluded) 
mink 
muskrat 
northeastern 
pelts 
pups 
sandstone 
BOOK VIII 
sirup 
skating 
southeastern 
spr ingl'lhe at 
sugar-maple 
twenty-five 
Table XXI contains four columns. Column I gives the number of the 
textbook. Column II lists the number of words used in the writings of 
first, second and third graders according to the Rinsland study.1 Column 
III contains words used by fourth and fifth graders, and Column IV 
contains the number of words used by sixth, seventh, and eighth graders 
- according to Rinsland. 2 
This table should be helpful to a teacher in that she may compare 
books in difficulty by using the vocabulary burden used in chil dren's own 
writings. 
TABLE XXI 
GRADE PLACEMENT OF WORDS ACCORDING TO THE RHTSL.AND STUDY3 
Book No • Grades 
I, II, III 
- I 282 
II 309 
III 313 
iV 270 
v 267 
VI 323 
VII 242 
VIII 289 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Lac. cit. 
3 Loc. cit . 
Grades Grades 
IV & V VI, VI I. VI II 
26 8 
21 3 
47 5 
85 10 
45 3 
108 0 
60 11 
65 3 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
i 
I 
104 
II 
!I 
-- ~~~·~~ 
Table x_xrr contains lists of the words found to be above fifth grade I~ 
-I level according to the Rinsland study. 1 These lists do not include proper 
I 
These lists are taken from the first thousand words on Canada in I names. 
I 
each of eight geography textbooks. 
I 
II 
The teacher may use these lists to compare the difficulty of words, 
\1 and to get an idea from this sample what type of words are used in these 
11 books. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
,! 
· dominion 
I 
intense 
officially 
joverlooks 
1: 
I 
.
1
 dominion 
fliers 
I turbine 
II 
\largely 
!provinces 
I specialize 
I 
I await 
!densely 
j developments 
!provinces I-
I 
TABLE x_;cn 
WORDS USED FOR GRADES ABOVE FIFTH, WHICH ~BE NOT 
PROPER '\VDRDS ACCORDING TO Ril~SLAl>ml 
BOOK I 
BOOK II 
:BOOK III 
:BOOK IV 
provinces 
pear 
two-thirds 
unlike 
tundra 
wholly 
terraces 
thrive 
tundra 
unlimited 
II 
Jl 
II 
I 
1\ 
I 
II 
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largely 
outsiders 
stunted 
abbreviated 
adjoining 
comparisons 
distribution 
dominion 
abandoned 
cooperative 
emigrants 
TABLE XXII (concluded) 
BOOK V 
BOOK VII 
extensions 
likeness 
political 
province 
schooners 
BOOK VIII 
Table XXIII contains the number of the textbook, the average score 
after a book is sampled, scored, and averaged, ro1d the grade equivalent 
according to the Yoakam Technique1 of grade placement. For instance, Book 
li 
I 
I 
II 
II 
II 
I has a.ll average score of 72 and a fifth year and fifth month placement. In:\ 
other words book I has a vocabulary which may be comprehended by the average 1! 
fifth grader after he has been in the grade one half a school year. 
The teacher should find this table exceptionally helpful in comparing 
books, as this average score is taken from the whole book and not simply 
one unit from within the booka 
I' 
rl 1 Loc. cit. 
li 
II 
II 
II I, ,, 
106 
J 
TABLE XXIII 
GRADE PLACEMENT ACCORDING TO THE YOAKAM TECHNIQUE1 
I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
Book Number 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
'' -~~ jj 1 Loc. cit. 
~I 
,, 
I 
I 
I· 
:I 
,, 
Average Sc.ore 
'72 
58 
63 
'75 
6'7 
135 
84 
75 
Grade Equivalent 
5.5 
5.0 
4.6 
4.9 
5.3 
7.9 
6·.0 
5.8 
I 
I 
' 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
'I 
I 
I 
II 
'I 
10'7 
I' 
II 
J 
II 
I 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY .AJ.m CONCLUSIONS 
This analysis w·as done in order that a comparison of eight l'ridely 
The first thounand. l'rords on Canada in each unit \'tere selected from 
ea~h of eight widely used geography books. Next the place names were 
singled out from each unit and listed so that the reader may see the type 
of place name l'l'l1ich is used in each book. Then the \'lords from each bo ok 
were listed alphabetically and tabulated as to the nUlllber of times which 
the \'lord was used in the thousand word unit. This became the frequency 
list. Each of these words was checlced against the Thorndike and Lorge 
30,000 Word List1 which is a study done on words occurring at least once 
per 1 ,000,000 words . I f a word occurred from ten to 1,000 times it is 
considered a word '\•rhich may be used by a fifth grade child, and is star-
red in the second column. This shal'/'S the reader how many \'Tords would be 
comprehended by the average fifth grade child in the unit on Canada in 
each of the books. The writer then checked this sa.me alphabetized list 
against the RinsaJ.nd Stud:y2 which is done en a. group of children's Olin 
L Loc. cit. 
2 .:. Loc. cit. I I 
lj 
lOg 
' I 
==-- i!=--~ 
=jj. 
I 
I . 
I \'ITi t ings. 
1 the \'lOrd first appeared in the Rinsl.and List.1 
In column three the number of the grade is ple-.ced at which 
Then, each book was 
,.. 
. c 
graded accordingly to the Yoakam Technique. 
Book I - The American Continent3 
In this book there are sixteen place names in the thousand word unit 
on Canada. The average number of times each of the words in the unit is 
used is about thxee. There are 173 words \'thich are used only once. There 
are t\.;enty-seven words used five or more times. The l'tords \'lhich are used 
from two to five times amounted to 141~ 
I 
According to the Thorndike and Lorge study4 306 of the 341 \.,rords 
I I from the one thousand word unit were in fifth grade writings. 
1i According to the Rinsland study5 282 \'rords from the thousand word 
II 
il 
II 
unit were used by children of grades one, two, and three in their 
writings; twenty-six uere used by children of grades four anc1. five; and 
eight were used by children from grades si:x: to eight. 
According to the Yoakam Technique6 of grade placement of books, Book 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
4 Loc. cit. 
5 Loc. cit. 
6 Loc. cit. 
109 
--=- --=r -====- =----===~= ='-== ---- ----- -=--~--=--
I 
II 
I has a score of 722 on ten pages, and an average score of seventy-t\'to 
t'lh i ch gives it a grade 5.5 placement. 
Book II - Neighbors in the Americasl 
There are thirty-four ple.ee names in this book. The average number 
of times each of the words in the thouse~d word unit is used is three. 
There are 244 l'rords which were used only once. There are thirty-
eight words which were used five or more times, and fifty-one words \orhieh 
were used from two to five times • 
.According to Thorndike and Lorge2 325 of the 333 words in the 
thousand word pe..ssage were used in fifth grade writings. 
According to the Rinsland stuay3 309 words of the thousand word unit 
were used by children of grades one, two, and three; t\"renty-one were used 
by children of grades four and five; three t·Tere used by children from 
grades six to eight • 
.According to the Yoakam Technique4 of grade placement :Book II has a 
score of 5S5, an average score of fifty~ight, and a. placement of grade 
five. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit• 
3 Loc. cit. 
4 Loc. cit. 
I! 
I 
I 
li 
110 
II 
II 
I 
II. 
I 
'I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Book III - Geography of the .Americas1 
In this book there are e i ghteen place names. The average number of 
times a word appears in the thousand word unit of this book is about 
three. 
There are 213 words which were used onl y once. There are thir ty-
eight words which were used five or more times, and 114 words which were 
ueed from -two to five times . 
According to Thorndike and Lorge2 302 of the 365 words in the one 
thousand word passage are used in grade five writings. 
According to the Rinsl and study3 313 words from the thousand word 
unit are used by children of grades one , two, and three; forty-seven are 
used by children of grades four and five; and five are used by children 
from grades six to eight. 
}~cording to the Yoakam technique4 of grade placement, Book III has 
a total score of 630; an average score of 63 and a grade placement of 
grade 4. 6~ 
Book IV - North America5 
There are thirty-seven place names in the thousand word unit on 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc . c i t. 
4 Loc. cit. 
5 Loc . cit. 
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I! 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
·I 
II 
I· II 
Canada. The average number of times each word is used in this passage is 
about three. 
There are 214 words used only once. Forty words are used five or 
more times, and 111 words are used from t wo to five times. 
1 )~cording to Thorndike and Lorge 315 of the 365 words from the one 
thousand word passage are used in fifth gre.de writings. 
According to the Rinsland study2 270 words from the thousand word 
unit are used by children of grades one, two, and three; eighty-five are 
used by children of grades four and five; and ten are used by children 
from grades six to eight. 
According to the Yoakam technique3 of grade placement of books, 
Book IV has a total score of 757, an average score of seventy-five and a 
grade 4.9 placement. 
4 Book V - The United States and Canada 
In this book there are twenty-one place names in the thousand word 
unit on Canada. 
The average number of times each of the words in this passage is 
used is about three. 
Ther e are 170 words used only once; fifty-three words are used five 
or more times; and 102 words are used from two to five times. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
4 Loc. cit. 
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II 
I 
l According to Thorndike and Lorge, 277 of the 325 words in the one 
thousand word :passage are used in fifth grade writings . 
According to Rinsl8nu2 267 words from the thousand word unit were 
used by children of grades one, two and three; forty-five are used by 
children of grades four and five; and three are used by children in 
grades six to eight. 
According to the Yoakam technique3 of gre.de :placement, Book V has a 
total score of 677, an average score of sixty-seven, and a grade 5.3 
:placement. 
Book VI - Journeys through North America4 
'.Ihere are twenty-three :pla.ee names in the thousand word unit of 
this book. Each of the thousand words was used on an average of twice. 
There were 261 words used only once; thirty-five words were used 
five or more times; and 135 words were used from two to five times . 
q 
II 
I 
II 
I 
I. 
According to Thorndike and Lorge5 363 of the 431 words from the one 
1
1 
thousand word :passage were used in fifth grade writings. According to the ,I 
Rins1and study6 323 words from the thousand word unit are used by children 
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of grades one, two, and three; 108 are used by children of grades four 
and five; and none are used by children from grades six to eight . 
According to the Yoakam technique1 of grade placement, Book VI has 
a total score of 1357 , an average score of 135, and a grade 7. 9 place- I 
II 
'I 
ment. 
Eook VII - The American Nations2 
I! 
II 
'Ihere are nineteen place names in the thousand word unit on Canada 
in this book. ~e average number of times each of the words in this list 
I is used is about three. 
There are 192 words which were used only 
I 
once; thirty-four words were 1: 
were used. from two to five ~~ used five or more times, and ninety-one words 
times . 
According to the Thorndike and Lorge stu~3 289 of the 317 words 
from the one thousand word passage are used in fifth grade writings. 
According to the Rinsland stu~4 242 words of the thousand word 
unit are used by children of grades one , two, and three; sixty are used 
by children of grades four and five; and eleven are used by children in 
grades six to eight in their writings. 
According to the Yoakam tecbnique 5 of grade placement, Book VII has 
a total score of 841, an average score of 84 and a grade six placement. 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit . 
3 Loc. cit. 
4 Loc. cit . 
5 Loe. cit. 
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Book VIII - Geo9raphy of the Americas1 
In this book there are thirty-three place names in the thousand 
word unit on Canada. 
The average number of times each word was used in the unit is three . 
There are 231 words which were used only once; twenty-nine words were
11 
used five or more times and 117 words were used from two to five times. 
According to Thorndike and Lorge2 334 of the 377 words from the 
thousand word unit are used in fifth grade writings. 
3 According to the Rinsland study 289 of the one thousand word unit 
are used by children of grades one, t 10 , and three; sixty-five words are 
used by children of grades four and f i ve ; and three are used by children 
in grades six to eight . I 
I 
According to the Yoakam tecl:1nique4 of grade placement, Book VIII has 1 
a total score of 749, and an average score of seventy-five. This gives 
Book VIII a grade 5.8 placement. 
General Conclusions 
Books I and II I have the smallest number of place names while Book 
IV has the greatest number. Each of the books has three for the a vere.ge 
number of times a word is used except Book VII, in which each of the 
words is used on an average of twice. Books III and IV have the lowest 
1 Loc. cit. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Loc. cit. 
4 Loc. cit. 
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grade placement of 4.6 and 4.9 respective l y, and Book VI has the highest 
gr ade placement of 7 .9. According to the Rinsland study1 Books IV and 
VII have ten and eleven words respectively in tP~ grade six to eight 
l ist . Book VI has no words listed above grade five . According to the 
2 Thorndike and Lorge study, Book II contains only eighteen words which 
are not used in' fifth grade writings. 
In conclusion Book VI seems to be the most difficult book according 
to Yoakam.3 It contains sixty-eight words which are not used i n grade 
4 five children ' s writings according to Thorndike and Lorge. The average 
number of t imes each word in the thousand word unit is used is smaller 
than in the other books . 
However , according t o Rinsland, 5 it has more words in the grade one, 
two, and three list and l e ss in the grade six to eight list than any 
other book. Books III and IV seem to be the least difficult in that 
they he.ve a 4.6 and 4.9 grade placement, respectively, according to 
Yoekam. 6 Book III has sixty-three words considered above fifth grade 
level, and Book IV has fifty words considered above fifth grade level p · 
according to Thorndike and Lorge. 7 Books III and IV ha.ve five and ten 
\ . words respectively above fifth grade level according to Rinsland. 8 
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Loc. cit . 
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Many teachers have complained about the diffieuJ.ty of geography 
textbooks, but this analysis has proved that textbooks are not really 
a.s diff"ieult as we are led to believe. 
The writer suggests that research wouJ.d. be valuable on hol'r to teach 
the vocabulary which is used in the geography textbooks more effectively. 
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